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The 31st Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of 
Veterans, U.S. A., was called to order promptly at 2 p.m., on Tuesday, 
April 8, 1913, by Division Commander Frank L. Kirchgassner, in Lorimer 
Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. The Pass-word and Countersign 
was taken up by Division Treasurer Tisdale, Division Press Correspondent 
Sebolt, and Assistant Organizer Fischer and all G. A. R. Comrades were 
obligated before the business session continued. 


The entrances to the Encampment Hall were guarded by Brothers I. 
W. Floyd, (45) C. H. Norwood (30), F. H. White (9), and W. A. Dunn (62), 
during the first session and by the officers and members of A. Company, 
Sons of Veterans Reserve, of Quincy, during the second day’s sessions. 


The members of the Encampment were requested to rise and assume 
the position of “Parade Rest’’ for a moment of silent meditation in recog- 
nition of those Brothers of the Division who had passed beyond since the 
previous Division meeting. 


“The faults of our Brothers we write upon the sands, 
Their virtues on tablets of love and memory.” 


Division Chaplain EB. J. Abar offered the opening prayer after which 
the Colors were presented. All present arose and gave the “Pledge of 
Allegiance’’ and saluted “Old Glory.” 


Commander-in-Chief Ralph M. Grant, from Hartford, Connecticut, 
and Division Commander Fred H. Leach, of the Maine Division, were re- 
ported outside of the Encampment Hall and were escorted to the hall and 
the platform amid cheering. Division Press Correspondent Sebolt and 
Past Commander 8. L. Cook (46), acted as the escorts. 
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ROLL CALL OF DIVISION OFFICERS. 


Tues. Wed. Wed. 


pm am. pm 
Division Commander, ¥. L. Kirchgassner......... 1 1 1 
Sentor Vice Commander, E. W. Eaton. . 1 1 1 
Junior Vice Commander, H. S. Potter 1 1 1 
J. T. Wellington............- 1 1 1 
Division Council < BE. C. Barker... : -+ ot 1 1 
Dep sebarrellieyt.tsies vie ce +12 iat 0 0 0 
Chaplain, Rev. B. J. Abar.............0.0.-005 al 1 1 
Secretary, H. F. Weiler. . 1 1 1 
Treasurer, W: T. (Fisdale.. 1 1 1 
Counselér: H. H. Hale.. oes ee il 
Patriotic Instructor, W. D. Grrnekaiiny 0 0 0 
Chief Aide, F. J. Lounsbury: .. 0 1 1 
Organizer, C. H. E. MOP aontab a8 1 1 1 
Assistant Organizer, C. H. Fischer. 1 1 1 
Press Correspondent, O. J. Sebolt. 1 1 1 
Assistant Secretary, E. A. Holines... 1 1 a 
Personal Aide, Rev. M. A. Levy... 0 1 u 


ENCAMPMENT COMMITTEES. 
The following were appointed by the Division Commander to serve on 
the Encampment Committees; 


CREDENTIALS. E. A. Holmes (46), W. T. Tisdale (89), J J. Harvey 
(82), C. E: Kinney (2), M..B. Boody (30). 


: CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. W. 0. Cutler (49),.W. F. Osborne 
(51), E. W. Homan (34), A. G. Wolff (89), H. MeGlauflin (29). 

RITUAL AND CEREMONIES, I. 1. Warren (67), U. Marcoux 
(129), L. S. Howard (3), E. P, Hunt (128), C. C. McNaught (115). 


“RESOLUTIONS H. H. Hale (5), F. W. Fenno (101), E. A. Bowker 
(100), F. J. Bradford (3), 8. L. Cook (46). 


OFFICERS’ REPORTS, G. M. Tucker (64), A. A. Gove (15), H. J. 
Perry (1), C. H. Brown (56), F. E, Howard (98). 


PRESS, O: J. Sebolt (45), ©. A. Higgins (3), G. P. Brown (106), D. L. 
Southworth (77), G. L. Bray (1). 


GREETINGS COMMITTEE. 


G. A. R. F.J. Donahue (77), A. A. Bronsdon (40), F. C. Ames (52). 

W R.C.°S.L. Cook (46), E. A. Lovewell (101), G. Richardson (46). 

L. of G. A. R. W.A. Penney (1), F. H. Brock (65), O. J. Sebolt (45). 

Army Nurses. W. A. Stevens (45), E. R. Hazen (56), E. E. Clapp (23). 

S. of V. Aux. Rev. E.B. Dolan (60), L. H. Palmer (79), A. J. Whitney. 
(25). 

D.of V_ Rev. E. J. Abar (101), H. A. Mayo (51), Z. E. French (80). 


REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


The various reports of the Credential Committee, as submitted at the 
opening and during the sessions, is here reported in consolidated form and 
the accredited members of the Encampment are enumerated in the rear of 


the book. 
Dupli- 
Opening Second Closing cations 
Listed Session Session Session Deduc- 


ted. 
Past Commanders-in-Chief... 4 1 2 3 3 
Past Division Commanders. . 26 8 12 14 11 
Division Officers..........-- 17 13 15 15 14 
Camp Commanders......... 189 30 51 60 59 


Past Camp Commanders. 1036 88 173 241 215 
Delegates. . Naas 262 74 136 165 165 
PAITEINA ES: \-1 2.01 =is e1ses ois sie) 6 12 41 21 


1484 220 401 539 488 


READING OF OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 


Senior Vice Division Commander E, W. Eaton presided during the 
reading of the report of the Division Commander. At the close of the 
reading of the report by the Division Commander, a motion was adopted 
to refer the report to the Committee on Officers’ Reports, and that the same 
be:done with the reports of the other officers and the Standing Committees. 
The Reports of the officers had been prepared in printed form and were dis- 
tributed at this time among the members of the Encampment, and the 
reading of them was dispensed with. 

The following were so referred ;— 


7 


Report of Division Commander 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Members of the 31st Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, S. of V. 
U.S. A.j— 


It is a great honor and pleasure to extend to the Brothers of this En- 
campment my fraternal greetings. One year ago, you entrusted me with 
the leadership of this Division. With the close of this Encampment, my 
year’s work as Division Commander will cease. I have endeavored, as I 
pledged myself to do, to perform faithfully and to the best of my ability, 
the duties of the office. The responsibility has been greater than I sup- 
posed, and in many of my endeavors I have failed because I could not con- 
scientiously sacrifice more time than I have been obliged to give. In those 
matters in which I have made mistakes, or in the things left undone, I hope 
that the members will feel that these acts have been, not those of com- 
mission, but of omission. 

Whether the trust reposed in me one year ago has been faithfully per- 
formed remains for the Brothers to decide as they listen to a partial ac- 
counting of the work. If a portion of the acts meet with your approval, I 
shall feel amply repaid for the energy and sacrifice of time that has been 
given to the work. 

As we meet together in this Encampment may we be inspired by the 
lofty sentiments of our Order. May we deliberate and legislate wisely and 
well, so that we may advance to greater prosperity and success in the duties 
that lie before us. 


HEADQUARTERS AND DIVISION OFFICERS. 


In assuming office, I was exceedingly fortunate to be able to secure the 
consent of Division Secretary Weiler, Division Treasurer Tisdale, and As- 
aoe Secretary Holmes to continue to serve the Division in their respec- 
Eee The efficiency with which they have served in the past has 
iz Lup! licated during my term and their faithful service to their work is 

leserving of my highest commendation, as well as that of the whole Divi- 
sion. The words of praise that have been expressed by Commandery-in- 
Chief Officers and Officers of other Divisions because of the manner in 
which we are performing our work is most gratifying to all who are con- 
nected with Headquarters. 

; The office of Secretary is a most important position to fill and it re- 
quires a capable and interested Brother to properly carry out the work 
which is required to be done at Headquarters. By his interest in the Order 
and his study of conditions, Secretary Weiler has proven himself to be the 
right man in the right place. I am under great obligations to him for the 
assistance which he has so willingly rendered to me, and thus has made my 
work easier than it would otherwise have been. Many others, both of- 
ficers and members, have also received many favors from him. 
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Division Treasurer Tisdale has not only proven his efficiency and 
ability to fulfill the necessary duties of his office and keep it up to the high 
mark in which it will be found, but he has demonstrated his great interest 
in the Organization by giving freely of his time in assisting in many ways at 
Headquarters as well as in visiting Camps, serving on Committees, officiat- 
ing on Degree Teams, or acting as Inspecting or Installing Officer. The 
sacrifice of time that Brother Tisdale has made, with the realization that 
there was no momentary consideration attached, puts him in the class of 
loyal and willing workers. 

I feel that Assistant Division Secretary Holmes has earned the title 
of his office, because of the great assistance he has been to the office work. 
With the large amount of personal and circular letters that have been is- 
sued this year, he has been required to give far more time than his usual 
routine of duties would require of him. We are indeed fortunate to have a 
Brother who has been so situated that he could, and was willing to give the 
hours of time and labor at Headquarters to cater to the wants of the mem- 
bers of the Division whose duties brought them to the office. He has also 
shown an interest in various undertakings outside of the office, having many 
times been invited to assist in musical programs at various Camp functions. 
On three occasions he has arranged Concerts and Entertainments at the 
Soldiers’ Home, to the delight and pleasure of the veterans. 

The increasing work at Headquarters, as our Division keeps growing, 
presents the proposition that we must soon arrange matters so that some- 
one shall give his entire time to the work, or at least I feel that we must 
compensate our Division Treasurer in some manner and increase the 
amounts paid to the other officers. Unless By-Laws are adopted at this 
Encampment which will empower the Division Council to deal with these 
subjects and conditions, I would recommend (1) that this Encampment em- 
power the incoming Division Council to act on the proposition of compen- 
sation for the Division Treasurer and to increase the compensation of the 
other officers. 

Headquarters has become a convenient place for the holding of com- 
mittee meetings of various sorts, and this has not been confined wholly to 
our Organization. It has been a pleasure for us to grant the privilege and 
convenience of using our Headquarters, to our Auxiliary and the Daughters 
of Veterans, and this act on our part has been deeply appreciated by them. 


Committee meetings or gatherings of members often make it impossible 
to give proper attention to matters that require the Commander's consider- 
ation and I hope that in the near future, larger Headquarters may be se- 
cured where a separate office may be had for private interviews or where 
undisturbed attention could be given to necessary duties. 

I feel that I have been very fortunate in the Officers and Staff affiliated 
with me, all having been loyal and interested. Senior Vice Division Com- 
mander Eaton has proven a valuable Officer and no Division Commander 
could be favored with a more ready or able worker. 

Division Counselor Hale has been of great assistance in looking into the 
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constitutionality of several sets of Camp By-Laws, as well as rendering 
opinions on several minor difficulties that have arisen in some Camps. 
That he has not been called upon for more disagreeable tasks speaks well 
for the harmony that exists in the Camps. 

The work of the other officers is commented upon under separate items 
but to all I am deeply grateful for their service and assistance. 

The members of the Division Council, although primarily an auditing 
board, have been interested members and on several occasions have been 
detailed to represent the Division at social affairs. Because of the failure 
of the Constitution to more clearly define the duties of the Division Council, 
I feel that they should be defined and the Division Council granted more 
power. The By-Laws Committee has taken the matter in hand and I be- 


lieve that their report will cover the matter, if adopted by the Encamp- 
ment. 


G. A. R. 


Our existence as an Organization, we owe to our parent body, the 
G. A. R., and as our principles and objects are identical in many respects, 
we deeply appreciate the interest they are displaying in our endeavors. 
That we are accomplishing some things worthy of recognition has been 
evidenced by the active and loyal support given to us by Department 
Commander Hosley and his associate officers, as well as the rank and file 
of his honored Comrades. 

There can be no question as to the desire of the Comrades to see us 
grow larger in numbers so that we may assume the responsibilities that 
they desire us to. Our ties have been cemented during the past year be- 
cause of the co-operation we have had with the G. A. R. Conference Com- 
mittee. At a meeting of the joint Committee, the plans were formulated 
whereby a series of joint Camp-fires were held throughout the Division, and 
at which we were attively assisted by Department Commander, G. A. 
Hosley and Assistant Adjutant General, W. A. Wetherbee. Their words 
of encouragement in our behalf, their stirring and patriotic addresses, 
awakened anew the interest of many of our members and has resulted in 
much good, 

T have greatly enjoyed my association with Department Commander 
Hosley during our visits, and because of the sacrifice of time he has made in 
our behalf, the Division is under great obligations to him, and I therefore 
recommend (2) that the Resolutions Committee be directed to draft reso- 
lutions to be adopted by this Encampment and sent to Department Com- 
mander Hosley, expressing our sincere thanks and appreciation for his ser- 
vice to our Division, and I further recommend (3) that said resolutions, 
when adopted, be properly engrossed for presentation. 


Ww. R. C. 
While the W. R. C. is the Auxiliary to the G. A. R., the interest and 
support that they are giving to our Order cannot be too highly estimated, 
and it shows to us that they believe that our Order is needed. We have 
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had a good and loyal friend in the Department President, Mrs. Mary E. 
Holbrook, and it has been my pleasure many times to have met with her 
and to have heard her express her interest in our Organization and to 
pledge the support of her loyal band of women, to us. 

Their splendid record of service and assistance to the G. A. R. and their 
familiarity with the work of that Organization, makes their judgment of 
the need of our Order, well worth heeding. I feel that we owe a great deal 
to many of the Corps for the motherly spirit of interest they are displaying 
and the assistance they have given to many of our Camps. Mrs. Holbrook 
conceived a new idea, by appointing a corps of Aides on Co-operation with 
the Sons of Veterans. The fulfillment of any direct achievement by these 
Aides, to my knowledge, has not been accomplished but, as I review, the 
work of the past and think of the future, I believe that such a body of Aides 
can be of great assistance to us, and hope that the idea will, be continued 
and results attained next year. 

We hope that this splendid organization may remain as loyal to the 
G. A. R. as they have in the past, and that we may be favored with their 
continued moral support and interest. 


S. OF. V. AUXILIARY. 


Our Auxiliary, in adhering to their principles and objects, have ex- 
emplified their true, interest in our Division. By personal touch with their 
work, occasioned by my visits to the various Camps, I have found that the 
thriving condition of many of them was due to the co-operation given them 
by their Auxiliaries. 

Division President, Miss Margaret W. Carney, has from the beginning 
been ready and willing to assist our Division in every way that we might 
desire. Her enthusiasm and interest in her work has made her adminis- 
tration most successful, and it has been my great pleasure to have met her 
on several occasions, and have heard her pledge her support to our en- 
deavors. 

I have been honored many times with invitations to attend various 
meetings, of Auxiliaries, and greatly appreciate these courtesies and kind- 
nesses. I regret that the demand on my time made it possible to accept 
only a few of these invitations, but I have always detailed a representative. 

That the Auxiliary is endeavoring to give assistance to the Veterans, is 
being shown by the work they have started in furnishing a Dormitory at the 
Soldiers’ Home. I recommend (4) that this Encampment, through the 
Resolutions Committee, endorse this most worthy object, and that the in- 
coming Division Commander be empowered to co-operate with the Aux- 
iliary in this undertaking, should they desire it. 

While the growth of our Auxiliary may be slow, I believe that with 
their record of good work and service for us, that a bright future is before 
them. 


D. OF V. 


Our “sister” Organization, the Daughters of Veterans, proud of their 
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heritage as are we, have proven active in behalf of the interests of the G. A. 
R. Their loyalty to our “parent” body has, however, not prevented them 
from showing a sisterly interest in our Order, and Department President, 
Mrs. Mattie Reason Tucker and her associates have always shown a willing- 
ness to co-operate with us in our work. As it is our desire to enlist the 
membership of every eligible son of a veteran, we can commend their efforts 
to enlist the daughters, and wish them success. The name Son, or 
Daughter of a Veteran will carry with it an equal responsibility in the 
future. 

The Department of Massachusetts is engaged in a most worthy object, 
in raising funds to erect a Memorial to the memory of the Army Nurses of 
the Civil War. Our last two Encampments endorsed this effort on the 
part of our “sisters” and pledged their support, but no substantial recogni- 
tion was rendered. In order to bring the matter to the attention of the 
Brothers, a personal appeal was directed to each member, through the 
Camp Secretaries, asking for a small contribution. Even with the senti- 
ment that was voiced in the appeal, the response (as noted in the Treasurer's 
Teport), was most discouraging to your Commander. _I desire personally to 
thank the Brothers who have contributed and recommend (5) that this 
Encampment take some action to pledge our financial assistance to this 
splendid cause. 

I believe that the members of our Division were pleased to hear that 
the National Organization of the D. of V. had elected Miss Nina A. Little- 
field of the Massachusetts Department, as their National President. Feel- 
ing that the Division should recognize this, as they had in previous and 
similar cases, I caused to be conveyed to Miss Littlefield, through the kind- 
ness of the Department President, Mrs. Tucker, a small token expressing 
the congratulations of the Brothers of the Massachusetts Division upon the 
honor that had been bestowed upon her and her Department. 

On several occasions I have been privileged to meet with the Tents, 
and also been the recipient of many kindnesses at the hands of Mrs. Tucker 
and her officers. 


4 I hope that our cordial relations and interests may always be main- 
tained and strengthened. 


LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 

To Mrs. Emma FP. Thurlow, Department President of the Ladies of 
the G. A. R., I extend my sincere thanks for her interest in the work of our 
Division, and her desire to co-operate with our Camps is greatly appreciated. 

Senior Vice President, Mrs. Bessie W. Sebolt, wife of our Press Corres- 
pondent, has rendered us much assistance and demonstrated her interest 
by attending many of our gatherings. This Organization, in working and 
caring for the veterans, should have our support in their endeavors, 


ARMY NURSES. 


! Small in numbers, they are deserving of our love and veneration for 
their service to the “Boys in Blue” on the battle-field and in the hospitals, 
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and we trust that we may he favoied with their presence for many more 
years. We hope that they may soon see their splendid services recognized 
by the memorial to their memory, that is being planned. 


OFFICIAL ORGAN AND THE PRESS. 

This important work in taking care of and editing our Division new 
for the “Banner” has been most satisfactorily handled by Division Pres§ 
Correspondent, O. J. Sebolt, whose services I was fortunate enough to se~ 
cure. This position is no sinecure, as I well know from experience with the 
work, and is one to which much unjust criticism is often directed. The 
words of commendation from Brother Wm. G. Dustin, editor of the “Ban- 
ner,” approving of the splendid and thorough work of Brother Sebolt, are 
no doubt gratifying to him, as they are to those of us who know of his in- 
terest in the work. The suggestion of our Press Correspondent, that 
Camps avail themselves of publicity of their work, in the local papers, is of 
vital importance and should be more generally followed by the Camps, as 
well as by the Division. 

The items for the Boston Sunday papers have been handled at Head- 
quarters by the Division Secretary. Maj. J. Harry Hartley, Military Editor 
of the “Boston Globe”, has assisted us materially by giving space for all 
items sent him, not only in the Sunday papers but in the daily issues, 
especially at the time of our recent Military Ball. I am sure that we all 
appreciate his interest, and extend to him our sincere thanks. 


ORGANIZATION WORK. 


The organization of Camps has received much attention, and while 
some good results have been attained, there is still a great field for effective 
work. Some preliminary work has been commenced in many places and 
with the assistance which will be given the incoming officers, good results 
will follow. Division Organizer, Chas. H. E. Moran, Jr., has been a most 
willing official and has endeavored to create an interest in his department. 
Not only this, but he has endeavored to show his loyalty to the Division by 
attending numerous Camp-fires and District meetings. Five new Camps 
were organized during the year and details of the same were chronicled in 
the Division Orders. Brother Chas. H. Fischer, assisted in the organiza- 
tion of Camp 27, of Kingston, beside visiting several of the weaker Camps in 
his district, with a view of reviving interest. 

Steps should be taken to make this a more important part of the year’s 
work, and would recommend (6) that the incoming Division Commander 
and Division Council consider the proposition of placing a paid organizer in 
the field, or else appropriating a sum of money to be spent on organization 
work. 

MEMORIAL DAY AND UNION DEFENDERS’ DAY. 


Memorial Day presents one of our greatest responsibilities, and the 
responsibility is growing each year: in many places the work is being wholly 
turned over to Camps to care for, and it brings to our attention the fact that 
soon this duty will devolve upon each Camp. Perusal of the Division 
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Chaplain’s report shows a neglect of the important duties of this day, bya 
large number of our members. This is greatly to be regretted and steps 
must be taken to remedy this, if possible. In Division Order No. 2, 
Series 1918, I called attention to several matters which I believe should re- 
ceive immediate attention and careful consideration by the Camps. Our 
Organization should take steps to see that the sacredness of Memorial Day 
is observed, and we should do all in our power to prevent sports or other 
festivities for at least part of the day. 

We annually pass resolutions recommending or endorsing this or that 
idea and there it stops. We should look with commendation upon cities 
and towns were the authorities refuse to allow sports to be held on public 
playgrounds and parks. Citizens many times have suggested the idea that 
sports and so forth, should be prohibited on the morning of Memorial Day, 
while the flag is at half-mast. I believe that it would be a step in the right 
direction if we, as an Organization, presented a petition to the next General 
Court, favoring the passage of a law which will prevent sports of any kind 
on the morning of Memorial Day and would recommend (7) that a Resolu- 
tion to this effect be drafted by our Committee, for adoption, and that the 
Legislative Committee prepare and present such a Bill to the next General 
Court. 

Following our annual custom of observing Union Defenders’ Day by 
decorating the statue of Abraham Lincoln, The Emancipator, in Park 
Square, Boston, a committee of Division officers visited the spot on Ieb- 
Tuary 12th and placed a wreath thereon. 

It is a pleasure to note that the Camps are more generally observing 
Union Defenders’ Day, and there seems to be a tendency to make these 
observances more public than ever before. No better way than this can be 
taken to call attention to the good work of our organization. As we cele- 
brate this day, commemorating the birth of Lincoln, and dedicate it to 
him and those who answered his call, let us realize that defenders of the 
Union are needed today as much as in the days of “61,” and that by ad- 
hering to our principles and object we can become such. 


NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT. 


The Division was well represented at the National Encampment, even 
though held in the distant City of St. Louis, Mo. Past Commander-in- 
Chief Bolton, the Division Commander, and twelve Delegates, were seated 
as representatives and accepted the cordial hospitality of the Brothers of 
the Missouri Division. Our trip to the Encampment was a very pleasant 
one and as our party was large enough, we were privileged to have a special 
car,enroute. Our party was supplemented by delegates from Connecticut, 
Maine, and Vermont, and included Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Cram, 
as well as several delegates to the Auxiliary Encampment. The cordial 
and fraternal spirit of our Order was demonstrated when we made a stop at 
Winchendon and found there several members of Camp 68 and their Aux- 
iliary, waiting to greet our party, and before we departed we were the re- 
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cipients of a box of cigars and several boxes of candy. Our stop at Keene, 
N. H., was also a pleasant one, for there we were greeted by Division Com- 
mander Drummer and several of the members of the Keene Camp, and 
again we were recipients of a basket of fruit. These thoughtful acts of 
kindness were deeply appreciated by our party and have not been for- 
gotten. 

Despite the fact that the weather was extremely hot, the business of 
the Encampment was faithfully discharged. Following the instructions 
from the last Encampment, we were very glad to co-operate with the Con- 
necticut Division in advocating and bringing to a successful issue, the 
election of Judge Grant, of Hartford, as Commander-in-Chief, and it will be 
our pleasure to extend to him our welcome at this Encampment. Brother 
Grant has shown his appreciation of our act by having favored and honored 
us many times by his presence at Camp-fires at Springfield, Pittsfield, 
Northampton, and Boston, as well as on several other occasions. We were 
also honored by having one of our own members elected as a member of the 
Council-in-Chief, and we appreciate this act of the Encampment in recog- 
nizing the good work of Division Secretary Weiler. 

The several matters referred to our delegates, were properly sub- 
mitted and referred to the proper committees, mention of which appear in 
this and other reports. 

Following instructions of the Division Encampment to favor the con- 
tinued publication of an official organ, we favored the report of the Com- 
mittee, to award the contract for publishing the “Banner,” to Messrs. 
Dustin and Holbrook, for a term of five years. This was done after com- 
petitive bids had been submitted to the Council-in-Chief by 17 parties. 
Under the new contract the Commander-in-Chief becomes the censor of 
news that may be unfitted for publication. 

The resolution presented last year by Camp 101, of Westminster, 
favoring a distinctive S. of V. flag for marking graves of members, although 
passing the Committee, was laid upon the table. I believe that this matter 
should be again taken up by this Division. 

A pleasant incident in connection with our Encampment was a visit to 
the Encampment of the Auxiliary, by several of the delegates, to pay our 
respects to the National President, Sister Flora Staples Whitney. We felt 
that the honor that had been accorded our Division by having one of its 
members elevated to this high office, should be recognized. We accord- 
ingly expressed to the members of the Auxiliary Encampment our thanks 
for that act, and also presented Sister Whitney with a bouquet conveying 
our approval of her administration and her efforts in behalf of our Order. 


FINANCES. 


Upon assuming command, a balance of $586.23 was found to be on 
hand, and I am greatly pleased to be able to point to the report of the 
Treasurer, which shows a much larger balance this year. 

The question of finances in the management of any organization re- 
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quires considerable study, and while economy is a good rule, I believe pro- 
gress should not be hampered when financial means can accomplish good 
results. I am of the opinion, however, that with our present financial 
standing, we should start a permanent fund, and therefore recommend (8) 
that the sum of two hundred dollars be set aside as a permanent fund, and 
that said amount be increased to five hundred dollars before the next En- 
campment. The matter of a permanent fund will be embodied as a part of 
the By-Laws Committee’s report. 

One of our achievements has been the establishment of the G. A. R. 
Trust Fund, and to increase this Fund, I recommend (9) that the proceeds 
of the Military Ball and a sufficient sum from the General Fund to total 
two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), be added to the Fund. 

It has been the policy of this administration to watch the matter of 
expense, that it should not assume the proportions of extravagance. I 
believe that the report of the finances will prove that this policy has been 
carried out. e 

The expenses of the Commander and Delegates to the National En- 
campment were larger than for many years, but this was occasioned by the 
fact that the Encampment was held in the Western section of the country. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 


Several matters are annually referred to special Committees, either by 
the Encampment or by standing instructions. ‘The Committees appointed 
this year have faithfully performed their duties and have my sincere thanks 
for their labors. 

By-Laws Committee. By vote of the last Encampment, the Com- 
mittee on By-Laws was continued and will submit its complete report to 
this Encampment. 

_, Past Rank Committee. Division Counselor, H. H. Hale, Esq., Di- 

vision Secretary H. F. Weiler, and Past Commander J. G. Wolff, Esq., were 
appointed to act on the Resolutions asking the restoration of past honors to 
H. C. Barrus (106), and H. B. Chapin (15). Several hearings were held 
and all possible information was secured before any decision was arrived at. 
In both cases, the Committee decided that no irregularity was apparent in 
the loss of the rank and no sufficient cause was given to warrant waiving the 
laws applied to hundreds of other similar cases. 
A Conference Committee. The Committees were appointed as announced 
in Division Orders, and have all labored for the mutual welfare of their re- 
spective organizations. The reports of their actions will be submitted to 
this Encampment. 

Legislative Committee. The last Encampment adopted a recommenda- 
tion that a Legislative Committee be appointed, to make themselves 
familiar with all matters coming before the Legislature, in which we might 
be interested. This recommendation I believe to have been a proper one, 
and suggest that it be made a standing Division Committee. 

I acknowledge that I misconstrued the intent of the recommendation, 
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and waited until some bills had been submitted before endeavoring to ap- 
point a Committee. The result was, on the refusal of many Brothers to act 
on such a Committee, that such matters as might have required our at- 
tention, had all been disposed of before a Committee could be appointed. 
I suggest therefore to the incoming Division Commander, that he immedi- 
ately appoint a Legislative Committee, (especially if the several matters 
suggested in my report, be adopted), so that we may draft such legislation 
as the Encampment may direct. 

I am indebted to Commander L. G. Mitchell, of Camp 3, for keeping 
Headquarters supplied with all of the information that could be obtained 
relative to bills, hearings, etc. 

Dormitory Commission. This standing Commission has been for 
years watching the needs of our Dormitory at the Soldiers’ Home, and have 
been faithful in their duty. The report of Brother E. E. Fish, Secretary- 
Treasurer of this Committee, is submitted to this Encampment. I am of 
the opinion that this Committee should be required to make one or more 
visits to the Soldiers’ Home each year, and that they be empowered to pro- 
vide entertainments for the Veterans in the Home, and that any necessary 
expense be authorized, upon approval of the Division Commander. 

Soldiers’ Home Memorial Exercises. A Special Committee of five 
members was appointed to conduct the annual Memorial Services at the 
Soldiers’ Home on Sunday, July 7th. Appropriate exercises were held, the 
speakers for the occasion being, Joe Mitchell Chapple, Camp 46, and Rev. 
A. L. Howe, Camp 81. 


AIDES. 


The last Encampment approved the recommendation that the Aide 
System be continued. In order to secure the consent of about 100 Brothers 
to serve as Aides, over two-hundred letters were directed from Head- 
quarters, and before the acceptance of all could be secured and the list 
completed, about three months had passed. 

District Chief Aides were appointed to have charge of the various Dis- 
tricts, and in some instances these Brothers relieved the work at Head- 
quarters by submitting a list of Aides who were assigned to duty. 

We were considerably handicapped in having our new Constitutions 
held back until October, and therefore were not absolutely certain of the 
duties for these District Aides. The matter is perfectly clear now and I 
congratulate my successor that he has been relieved of quite a task, for in- 
stead of appointing nearly a hundred Aides, it will simply be necessary to 
arrange the Division into Districts and choose District Aides: these Dis- 
trict Aides, in reality, becoming “deputy” Division Commanders. 

Under the most trying circumstances, and practically without any 
special instructions, the District Chief Aides have loyally assisted in all of 
my endeavors, and much of the success attained is due to the interest they 
haye aroused in their Districts and the support they have been given by 
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their Aides. After the arrival of the Constitutions, the District Chief Aides 
were placed in direct charge of the Camp Aides and were also assigned to the 
duty of the inspection of the Camps in their District. I greatly appreciate 
the sacrifice of time that all of these loyal Brothers have made for the ad- 
vancement of our interests. 

Chief Aide Lounsbury was primarily placed in charge of the Aide Sys- 
tem, and to whom the Camp Aides reported. Upon the arrival of the new 
laws, be found himself without an office, but he continued to serve the Di- 
vision, assisting in several detail matters at Headquarters, and co-operating 
with District Aide Osborne, by visitations to Camps in that large District, 

Brother Loundsbury was also assigned the duty of compiling the In- 
spection Reports and this tedious task has been well handled and his as- 
sistance greatly appreciated. 


With a few changes that might well be made in the mapping out of 
Districts, and a clearer definition of the duties of the District Aides, I feel 
that the Division will be greatly benefitted by the assistance that can be so 
rendered. 


INSPECTIONS. 


By instruction of the last Encampment, I was directed to prepare 
suitable blanks to be used in the inspection of Camps. This proved a 
greater task than one might realize, especially when so many diverse opin- 
ions could be heard upon this subject. With the assistance of the Division 
Secretary, whose experience in studying the conditions of the Camps was 
most valuable, a form of blank was decided upon which has met with gen- 
eralfavor. Although several necessary changes can still be made, I believe 
that as a result of our recent Inspection, we have a more complete report of 
the condition of the Camps than ever before. These reports will be val- 
uable to the incoming Division Commander as he will be enabled to know 
which Camps need assistance, and detail his District. Aides for such duty. 
Early in the year seemed to be the best time to hold inspections, thereby 
making the new officers immediately familiarize themselves with the work, 
and thus create a greater interest and efficiency during the year. That only 
two Camps have failed to be properly inspected speaks well of the energy of 
the District Aides; this being so well handled at such short notice. 

The principal idea of a system of inspection is to make the work of the 
Camps more uniform or, in other words, make them abide by the laws of the 
Order, and I believe that the tendency to do so has increased greatly during 
the past two months. 

The reports of the Inspections, being a Headquarters detail, the results 
attained and the classification of the Camps will be found tabulated in the 
report of the Division Secretary. 

These reports show some conditions which are briefly touched upon at 
this time, and hope that by another year they may be remedied. 
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38 Camps failed to perform the Initiation Ceremony; 15 Camps re- 
port Rituals missing; 40 Camps report no Quarterly reports filed by the 
Camp Council; 40 Camps receive no Monthly reports from the Treasurer; 
and 45 Camps are reported as without By-Laws. 


I would recommend (10) that we continue our system of Inspections 
during the month of March, and that the incoming Division Commander be 
authorized to make such changes in the blank as may be deemed necessary. 

To all who gave their assistance in the work of this department, I de- 
sire to express my thanks. 


CAMP-FIRES AND CLASS INITIATIONS. 


One of the greatest efforts of the year was the successful series of Camp- 
fires that were held in October. These were formulated at a meeting of the 
joint Conference Committee with the G. A. R., and have been the source of 
great pleasure and satisfaction to the Division officers. As a result of these 
meetings a great amount of interest was aroused and much good accom- 
plished. The fine showing of Veterans at these meetings speaks volumes 
for their interest in our Order and should be an inspiration to spur us to 
greater activity. These meetings not only brought together the members 
of the various Camps, but enabled the Division officers to get in touch with 
a greater percentage of the membership than would have been possible by 
visitations to individual Camps. 

Past Division Commander G. M. Tucker, as Chairman of our Confer- 
ence Committee, was the ‘‘man at the helm” in steering the arrangements 
and his untiring efforts resulted in a most successful series of meetings. 
Besides the Department officers of the G. A. R., who sacrificed their time in 
our behalf, Commander-in-Chief Grant, Past. Commander-in-Chief Bolton, 
Rev. Brother M. A. Levy, Rev. Brother A. A. Bronsdon and others, gave 
their time and service to these meetings and these were greatly appreciated. 

The item of expense, as reported, may seem large, but I feel that the 
results obtained thus far and what will follow, has more than justified the 
monetary expenditure. Several instances of awakened interest in some 
of our smaller and weaker Camps have been made evident as a result of 
these meetings. A large part of the expense has been borne by the Camps 
in the Districts in which the Camp-fires were held, and the work performed 
by the local Committees and the welcome and hospitality extended to the 
speakers, especially to the Department officers of the Grand Army, is all 
sincerely appreciated. 

Several Class Initiations have recently been held as a result of these 
Camp-fires, and some Camps ‘are reporting substantial gains and are more 
thoroughly interested in the work. As it has been my pleasure to mingle 
with the Brothers in the so called “country districts’ I have realized how 
much greater effort was necessary for these Brothers to attend these joint 
meetings than those in the more thickly settled districts where more con- 
venient car service and rapid transportation exists. In some cases I feel 
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that where greater effort is needed, a greater loyalty to duty is being 
exemplified. 

I thoroughly approve of these joint meetings, such as Camp-fires, 
Initiations, Field Days, etc., and believe that they should be more generally 
indulged in. 


IN GENERAL. 


y 

Generally, I find that there seems to be a desire on the part of the 
Camps to keep up their interest in our objects, but often times the members 
fail to realize the necessity of supporting the officers of the Camp in their 
many duties. Many Camps have been found working contrary to the gen- 
eral rules and regulations. but as their attention has been called to the 
errors, they have righted the same. It is a cause of much concern that here 
and there we find a few members who delight in making themselves con- 
spicuous by acts unbecoming gentlemen, and thus bringing discredit upon 
the whole Organization. Discipline and obedience to duty were the lessons 
learned by our fathers in the days when they served their Country at the 
front, and we must require of our members the same discipline and ad- 
herence to their obligations to abide by the rules and regulations of our 
Order. , 

I find quite a sentiment among the members for the return of the eus- 
tom of an annual banquet at the Encampment time. I would therefore 
recommend (11) that this Encampment authorize an annual banquet on the 
first evening of each Encampment, and the Division Commander appoint a 
Committee to arrange for the same. 

The several Clubs and Associations which are in existence in the var- 
ious parts of the Division, and which have been commented upon in several 
previous Encampment reports, are doing much good when working faith- 
fully to live up to their objects. The help which they have given many 
Camps, and also the Division, is greatly appreciated. 

In Division Orders No. 7, Series 1912, I submitted a proposition where- 
by I would recommend the name of any Brother who should secure the 
largest number of new or re-instated members between November 1, 1912 
and April 1, 1913, and recommend such Brother for election as “Honor Del- 
egate” from our Division. ‘This was done upon recommendation of Com- 
mander-in-Chief Grant. It is to be regretted that the proposition aroused 
but little interest and no one has been reported as having secured a sufficient 
number of new members to warrant my making any recommendation. 
Several Camps have, however, shown considerable gains and many mem- 
bers have secured an appointment as a Special Aide on the staff of the 
Commander-in-Chief, by securing five or more new members. 


CONCLUSION. 


I have endeavored not to make this report so lengthy as to tire the 
members of this Eneampment, and it has been necessary therefore to touch 
briefly upon several matters that might well have received more attention. 
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I shall present to my successor some of my observations and suggestions, 
which he may find valuable to use. 

The year has been filled with varied experiences, and impressions have 
been made that neither time nor circumstances can efface. Friendships 
have been formed that I shall always prize. It has been my endeavor at all 
times to have harmonious relations exist between the members of my staff 
and myself as well as the Camps and entire membership. To the elected 
and appointed officers who have served with me, I desire to express my 
heartfelt appreciation of their helpful service, and to the Brothers of the Di- 
vision I extend hearty thanks for many courtesies received at their hands. 

And now, with a gratitude to my Brothers, too profound to be ex- 
pressed by mere words, for having entrusted to me the affairs of the Di- 
vision, I surrender the great trust delivered to me one year ago, hoping that 
my acts may be judged not by result alone, but by my good intentions. 


Fraternally submitted, 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER, 


Division Commander. 


Report of Senior Vice Division Commander 


EDWARD W. EATON, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 


Thereby submit my report as Senior Vice Division Commander of the 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans. 

Previous to election to this office and in the position of Division Or- 
ganizer, I had performed some work in the interest of a Camp at Kingston, 
and after election was assigned to complete this work. With the able as- 
sistance of P. C. C., Chas. H. Fischer, this was done and a Camp instituted 
on April 17, 712. Plans had been perfected and some progress made by 
P.D.C., W. A. Stevens, with the object in view of forming a Camp at West- 
boro, and after being assigned to assist in this effort, attended a rally of 
eligibles and assisted at the institution of this Camp, June 25, 12. Was 
present and assisted in the institution of the Ashbumham Camp on De- 
cember 19, 712. I haye had the pleasure of representing this Division in 
County gatherings, public parades, N. H. Division Camp Fire, meetings of 
G. A. R., and affiliated bodies, and numerous meetings of Camp. It has 
been a year of some work, of much pleasure and of excellent friendships, 
alike both in Headquarters and Camps, and I am glad if I have contributed 
anything toward the success of the year’s work and the good of our Order. 


Respectfully submitted, 
EDWARD W. EATON, 
Senior Vice Division Commander. 
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Report of Junior Vice Division Commander 
HOWARD S. POTTER, WESTFIELD, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

I herewith submit my report as Junior Vice Division Commander for 
the term ending with this Encampment. 

In taking up this office one year ago, I was somewhat at a loss to know 
what particular duties I was supposed to perform. I found upon inquiry, 
that I was to be ready at any time and place, to work for the growth and 
betterment of the Order and of this Division in particular. 

T have tried to arrange my own affairs so that I might be able to at- 
tend meetings whenever called upon, and have made thirty-one visitations 
to Camps in this section outside my own Camp. 

I have represented the Commander twice during the year at his re- 
quest, and have attended eight special meetings when other Division 
Officers were present. 

I have been a member of the Degree Staff at the two District Musters 

(held in this (the 12th) District, and wish here to state that the Division 
cannot estimate too highly the interest and work that Chief Aide Gove of 
the 12th District has given to the Order. 

Tt was a great disappointment to me that I was unable to attend the 
ball given by the Division, but I was prevented at the last minute by busi- 
ness which could not be postponed. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and members of the Division 
that I have come in contact with, for their very hearty co-operation, 
especially Commander Kirchgassner and Secretary Weiler for the trouble 
they have taken in keeping me in touch with the administration at all times. 
T also want to thank the members of this Division for the honor conferred 
upon me and my Camp, in electing me to this office, and wish to assure them 
that it will be my pleasure and duty after being relieved from office, to again 
take my place in the ranks and do my utmost for the uplift of our Order, 

HOWARD 8. POTTER, 
Junior Vice Division Commander, 


Report of Division Council 


JAMES T. WELLINGTON, NORWOOD, MASS. 
EDGAR C. BARKER, SOMERVILLE, MASS. 
JOHN B. FARRELL, MILTON, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment ;— 

In rendering this our annual report, we would draw attention to the 
following as the more important actions of your Council. 

On April 6, 1912, the Division Council met and organized with P. D.C. 
James T. Wellington, Chairman, and Edgar C. Barker, Secretary. 
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Ten meetings have been held, the books and accounts of the Division 
Secretary and Treasurer have been examined three quarters to, and in- 
cluding December 31, 1912, and found correct: the accounts of the Soldiers’ 
Home Dormitory Commission with a balance of $87.29, and the G. A. R. 
Trust Fund Commission with a balance of $509.98 have been audited and 
also found correct and our services have been available to the Division 
Commander at all times. 

With the authority of the last Encampment the Council voted on the 
following matter;— 

That Paul Revere hall, Boston, be secured for the evening of February 
21, 1913, to conduct the second Annual Military Ball: we would refer to 
Special Report relative to same. 

The Division Council voted on the following matters; 

That bonds of Division officers be as follows; Commander, $2,000: 
Secretary, $1,000: Treasurer, $500: Treasurer of the G. A. R. Trust Fund 
Commission, $1,000, and Treasurer of Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Com- 
mission, $500. 

That the question of office hours of Headquarters be left with the 
Division Commander. 

That an appropriation of $500 be made for clerk hire in Headquarters, 
which was increased $50 in March, 1913, said additional amount being paid 
the Division Treasurer for his faithful and efficient services. 

That a lease of the present Headquarters be secured for one year dat- 
ing from May 1, 1912 to April 30, 1913, at the amount of $250. 

That the same system of telephone be continued as last year and the 
Division Commander be authorized to install a telephone in his home at the 
expense of the Division. 

That the Federal Trust Company be approved as a place of deposit for 
the general funds of the Division. 

That the sum of $20 be donated to Division Secretary Weiler, for 
compiling the records of the 30th Encampment. 

That the sum of $25 be allowed to each duly elected delegate attending 
the National Convention at St. Louis. 

That the plans of the Division Commander relative to Division Camp 
fires and bills for same, be approved. 

That all Division property be insured. 

That a Flag Stand for Division Colors be purchased. 

That Division Secretary be instructed to procure customary Silver 
Cross for retiring Division Commander. 


Recommendations. 

No. 1. To recommend to this Encampment; that the incoming Di- 
vision Council be authorized to procure a suitable case for the Division 
Colors. 

No. 2. To recommend to this Encampment; that the incoming Di- 
vision Council be instructed to arrange a private office for the Division 
Commander in Headquarters. 
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No. 3, To recommend to this Encampment ; that the incoming Di- 
vision Council and their successors in office be authorized to conduct an 
Annual Military Ball each year until deemed inexpedient. 

We can only speak in the highest terms of the manner in which the 
business of the Division is being conducted. 

We have always been ready to assist the Division Commander when 
opportunity presented itself, and tried to arouse interest and enthusiasm 
by attending numerous Camp meetings and gatherings throughout the 
Division. 

We might draw attention to the report of the By-Laws Committee, to 
whom we have offered suggestions as to the duties of the Division Council. 

We feel indebted to the Brothers for the confidence placed in us and 
trust that with reading the above report that this confidence has not 
been lessened. 


Fraternally submitted, 
JAMES T. WELLINGTON, 
EDGAR C. BARKER, 
JOHN B. FARRELL. 


Report of Division Chaplain 
REV. EDWARD JAMES ABAR, WESTMINISTER, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

As Chaplain of the Massachusetts Division, under your command, I 
have the honor of submitting my annual report. This report is based on 
information given by the Chaplains of the Camps of this Division immedi- 
ately following Memorial Day, May 30, 1912. 


Number of Camps reporting— - - -— -— - = 131 
Number of Camps not reporting — - - - = = 1 
Percentage of Camps reporting — - - ie 99.26 
Number of Brothers belonging to Camps Sine sty. = 5,222 
Number of Brothers in line Memorial Day -— — = ho 3,863 
Number of Brothers armed andinline — — - = =— 594 
Number of Brothers uniformed and inline —- —° - = 2,978 
Number of firing squads furnished— - - - - - 33 
Number of addresses by members of the S. of V. — Se 97 
Number attending Memorial Sunday exercises = = = 2,878 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day soil ce 73 
Number of deaths in past twelve months = = = = 29 
Number of G. A. R. funerals attended by Camps in body : 7 
Number of 8. of V. funerals attended by Camps in body — = 19 
Number of burial services conducted by Camps—G. A. R. = 4 
Number of burial services conducted by Camps— 8. of V. E 5 
Number of Camps using Memorial Service “A”’ ih ies = 20 
Number of Camps using Memorial Service ‘‘B”’ = = = 12 
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Increases over the preceding year may be noted in the following;— 
Number of firing squads furnished: number of Camps observing Union De- 
fender’s Day: number of Camps attending G. A. R. funerals in a body, and 
in attendance upon the funcrals of members of our Order. These in- 
creases are to be looked upon with approval. But what of some of the 
decreases in the greater things of the Order? 


Last year 145 funeral service; were conducted by the Camps, this year 
only nine. The conducting of services by the Camps affords a fine oppor- 
tunity for the Order to set forth its principles and purposes, and should be 
embraced as such. Let this fact be recognized in a larger degree than ever 
before. As to the numbers of Brothers in line on Memorial Day. There 
was a decrease of 214 from the preceding year. Here also we find plenty of 
room for improvement. 


It is with regret that we note a still further decrease in the number of 
Brothers attending Divine services on Memorial Sunday. Only a little 
more than one-half of the membership of this Division were present last 
year. Your Division Chaplain thinks that no higher tribute can be paid 
the departed (and living) veterans. May the next report show a marked 
jnerease. 

Camp Chaplains, be prompt in returning your report. It saves time 
and money. Camp Commanders should see to it that it is done immedia- 
ately after Memorial Day. 


Appreciating the honor conferred upon me by the Division Com- 
mander, and trusting that the past will prove to be an incentive to greater 
effort and accomplishment, 


I remain yours in F. C. & L., 


EDWARD J. ABAR, 
Divisio Chaplain. 
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Report of Division Secretary 


HENRY F. WEILER, MELROSE, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 


For a third successive time I am afforded the pleasure of presenting 
for your information and consideration, a report of the year’s work in this 
position. While the report is bound to be largely a matter of figures and 
statistics, they reveal a true statement of the conditions of the Camps and 
the Division Headquarters. 

In point of numerical strength, we now number well over 6,000 mem- 
bers in good standing and the average membership of our 139 Camps is 44 
members, each. There are at present few really weak Camps and not one 
that is in arrears in its reports or per capita tax fora single quarter. Tach 
Camp has had its officers properly installed for 1913 and when the new 
Division Officers assume command, they will find at their disposal, a vast 
amount of information collected during the recent Inspections, that will en- 
able them to know exactly of the weak points in each Camp. 

Headguarters. The re-appointment of the Headquarters Officers has 
made the work of the office run smoothly and the reports will demonstrate 
that the Headquarters office and the Division is in very good condition. 
Our membership continues to set new high records each quarter and our 
visible assets have never been greater than at the present time. The 
present economical methods and increasing membership keeps the ex- 
penditures well within the income and our Division is being placed on a 
firm business basis that will count heavily in favor of the Order in the 
future. 

Furniture. In conformity with the adopted recommendation of the 
last Encampment, a new sectional filing cabinet was secured, consisting of 
correspondence files, membership record-card files, report files, and a book- 
case. 

, During the year attractive desk-signs have been added to each desk, 
designating to the visitor the officer he may be seeking. 

The office Mimeograph was replaced during the year with a more 
modern and better machine by trading in the old one and paying the dif- 
ference. i 

The beautiful silk U.S. flag in the Headquarters office, is showing its 
age and the white stripes are breaking open badly and will have to be re- 
placed or the flag kept from use. I would recommend that the necessary 
repairs be made under the direction of the incoming Division Commander. 

The closing of the Memorial University made it necessary for the 
National officers to take back the pictures of the Past Commanders-in-Chief 
hanging on its walls. By vote of the National Encampment at St. Louis, 
these were referred back to the Divisions originally presenting the same. 
Accordingly, the large framed portraits of Past Commanders-in-Chief J. B, 
Maccabe and Chas. K. Darling were returned to our Headquarters and as 
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the wall space of the office is very limited, I would recommend that these 
pictures be loaned to the Camps of which these officers are members, (if 
they desire them), or the matter of their disposal be taken up by the in- 
coming Division Council. 

During the year, the Headquarters office was presented with a com- 
plete set of the reports of the Adjutant General of Massachusetts, covering 
the war records of the Massachusetts Volunteers in the War of the Re- 
bellion. This gift was made by E. R. Olin, of Camp 46, and were formerly 
the property of the late Wm. M. Olin. Having occasion to refer to such 
records many times, they have already proven of very great value in the 
work of the Order. 

If our office is to be maintained in a proper manner, several permanent 
improvements might well be made as their need is fully justified. The 
floor rug, which has done good service for six years, is now looking much 
the worse for wear and should be replaced. The desk-chairs are passing 
beyond the stage where it willfpay?to have them again repaired and their 
retirement and replacement will soon be imperative. 

At times, the work is hampered by the fact that the office possesses 
only one type-writer. While the one we now have in use has done good 
service over a long period of years, and is still good for many more: yet an- 
up-to-date machine, with a desk to hold it, would be a permanent invest- 
ment that would facilitate the work of the office and enable more than one 
officer to conduct correspondence, or work on the records at the same time. 
Should a Division Commander be elected who could not attend to his duties 
at the office in Boston, one of the machines might be placed at his disposal 
during his term. 

I would therefore recommend that the incoming Division Commander 
be authorized to add to the office equipment, a floor-rug, desk chairs, and 
an up-to-date type-writer and desk. 

Accounts. As heretofore, monthly statements of the Assets and 
Liabilities have been drawn up, together with a list of the expected ex- 
penditures for the succeeding month, and presented to the Division Com- 
mander and Council for their information and guidance. 

The attempt on the part of the Commandery-in-Chief to collect per 
capita tax for the December, 1911 quarter at the old rate, after a reduction 
had been voted by the National Encampment, was vigorously protested by 
this office and after much correspondence, the ruling of the Commander-in- 
Chief was reversed and the over-charge of $56.40 was credited. All other 
Divisions paid the old rate without protest. 

Supplies. The matter of the quality of books, supplies and badges 
was made the subject of legislation at the last Division Encampment. In 
regard to the books, it was found that the National Headquarters could not 
improve the quality without increasing the cost, so steps were taken to get 
out a special edition. The effort was successful and better quality books 
sre now being supplied to the Camps at the same rate as formerly. 

The failure of the Committee on Constitution to file its report caused a 
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delay in promulgating the new Constitutions to Camps but all orders were 
immediately filled on receipt of the first lot and a total of 4100 copies has 
now been issued from this office, since October. 

Bonds. Camp Treasurers should be properly bonded in a Bonding or 
Surety Company, although in the past the ‘“red-tape” and expense have 
prevented many from adopting this method. Personal bonds are too often 
written, as the Camp’s financial welfare is not taken very seriously, and in 
case of difficulties such security is often of uncertain value. 

A new form of Bond has recently been placed upon the market and itis 
well for Camps to know of the same. This Bond consists of a surety bond 
issued in the name of the office to be bonded instead of the officer and to be 
issued only by those higher in authority than the Camps; in this case by 
the Division Headquarters. The expense of such a Bond in a reliable 
Bonding Company would be only 25 cents for each $100 of the Bond, with a 
minimum charge of $1. No “red tape” is required and a remittance to 
Headquarters would provide for the complete protection of the Camp, 
regardless of whom the officer holding the position might be. 

T would recommend that information be issued to each Camp along this 
line and that the Headquarters accept such applications as may be offered 
for such Bonds. 

STATISTICS. 


CONSOLIDATED MEMBERSHIP REPORT. 


Members in good standing March 31, 1912.........-+00++20sees00s 5,814 
GAINED by 
Rein- 
Initia- Trans- state- Total 
tion. fer. ment 
June Quarter eae ieee ate 286 13 17 «316 
September Quarter. 84 eh 8 96 
December Quarte 200 12 16 228 
March Quarter... . 186 12 23 221 861 
yb Y) ay a 
6675, 
LOST by 
Dis- Hon- Sus- 
band- Death Dis- Trans- pen- Total 
ment. charge fer. sion 
June Quarter. ..7.07..... 17 aT 18 13° 121 176 
September Quarter. . . 8 12 8 61 89 
December Quarter......., 16 25 8 111 160 
March Quarter........... 20 33 15 103 171 596 
y ‘ c 


Members in good standing March 31, 1913... : 
Camp 70, organized April 5, 1913........ 
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CONSOLIDATED CAMP REPORT. 


Camps in good standing March 31, 1912..... 
Gained by organization 


Lost by Disbandment (1) and Suspension (1) 


Camps in good standing March 31, 1913............... 


CAMPS GAINED. 


Martha Sever, Camp 27, Kingston, organized April 17, 1912, with 25 
Charter members. 

Melvin H. Walker, Camp 127, Westboro, organized June 25, 1912, with 
20 Charter members. 

J. W. Lawton, Camp 126, Ware, organized October 28, 1912, with 20 
Charter members. 

Marshall P. Wood, Camp 128, Ashburnham, organized December 19, 
1912, with 27 Charter members. 

Henry Perry, Camp 70, Bourne, organized April 5, 1918, with 24 
Charter members. 


CAMPS LOST. 


Gen. Chas. Devens, Camp 70, Upton, voluntarily disbanded on June 8, 
1912, and transfer cards granted to 17 members. 

Col. A. L. Hopkins, Camp 16, Williamstown, suspended on December 
31, 1912, for failure to forward reports or per capita tax. 12 members re- 
ported on latest report received. ’ 


SUMMARY OF CAMPS AND MEMBERS. 
Showing Gains and Losses. 


Membership Membership 
March 31, Gained Lost March 31, 
1912. 1913. 
euynn)..:). 55 2 53 
2 Worcester. 20 & 28 
3 Somerville. Beek 72 5 67 
@eyelymouth......-.- . 63 1 64 
5 Hudson. . 88 Gi 104 
6 Beverly 80 18 62 
7 Swampscott 42 1 43 
(3) EVE Oiagre G eae 60 15 45 
Syeoston!.-s...-. 2. 72 3 69 
10 Millers Falls...... . 27 1 28 
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. A Membership Membership 
Membership Membership March 31, Gained Lost. March 31, 
March 31, Gained Lost March 31, 1912. +1913. 
1912. HOE) 56 Cambridge........ 64 ¢ 57 
Whitman........, 169 2 Ma 57 Easthampton...... 63 63 
Hingham 39 a) a 58 Attleboro......... 36 2 34 
Stoughton... 25 zy) 59 So. Framingham... 49 i 60 
Cambridgeport. 22 2 ay 60 Holyoke.......... 48 1 47 
Springfield..... 81 8 89 ai eee 3 26 6 32 
Williamstown 12 a g 62 Bverett.......... 68 9 5 
Brockton. . 109 22 87 63 Holliston......... Ni 1 18 
Uxbridge. 16 2 1s 64 Ashland. ha 4 38 
Clinton. . 25 4 29 GoMeAthOleeh cs... +. 57 7 50 
Colrain. . 26 ay 66 Woburn.......... 35 4 39 
Lawrence 36 1 ob 67 Abington. . 59 7 66 
17 12 29 68 Winchendon....... 36 3 39 
A3 6 49 69 Pembroke......... 39 3 42 
: 48 2 me 70 Upton... Lr a7, Y 
Worcester... .. §2 1 at) 71 Northboro 24 1 ay 
Taunton. ... BA 2 56 72 Salem..... 47 4 bl 
Kingston. . 0 28 28 73 No. Brookfield. 36 1 35 
Vitchburg,. 44 4 48 74 Milton......... 46 2 48 
Watertown. . 29 27 56 75 Byfield. . 39 4 43 
Dorchester. .. . 63 2 65 76 Amherst. é 61 4 57 
Newtonville. ..... 37 1 36 77 Needham......... 27 2 Bd 
So. Braintree... , , 35 2 33 78 Lowell............ 65 22 87 
Amesbury... 34 7 41 79 Melrose 79 10 =) 89 
Wakefield......... 35 15 oo 80 Malden........... 23 3 26 
New Bedford...... 80 4 76 Bile Chelses....55. 4240 88 4 84 
E. Weymouth. . 39 18 Da 82 Townsend 37 2 39 
Gardner. ... 100 9 91 83 Plainville 46 1 45 
Georgetown... . 20 Zu) 84 Randolph......... 33 13 20 
North Adams. 59 59 85 Webster. 59 1 pe 
73 e wy 86 Barre.. 23 2 25 
34 2 82 87 Peabody. 22 22 
. 1 2 88 Scituate. 40 1 39 
39 i n. 42 42 
Westfield 52 6 os aD male Mp. 46 4 42 
Arlington... 36 4 ao 91 Marblehead... 58 7 51 
Roxbury 80 11 oL 92 WH. Bridgewater 24 1 23 
Norsyood saateen 47 4 43 93 Danvers... 28 1 29 
Northampton... . , 41 1 40 94 Marlboro. 100 13 113 
Natick. ... a) 49 1 og 95 Quincy... 74 ret 85 
Rockland......... 57 2 td) 96 Boston........... 18 3 ue 
Jamaica Plain... . 33 5 28 Gye Adamsl.:.2i... 0. 26 26 
Leominister . 73 4 Ww) 98 So. Boston... . 18 1 Ww 
Orange 29 1 oo 99 Shelburne Falls... 14 14 
Medford. 58 1 57 100 Hanover......... 54 6 60 
Southbridge 18 1 19 
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Membership 
March 31, Gained 
1912. 

101 Westminister... . 63 
102 Sudbury. . 19 4 
103 Marshfield... 16 
104 Saugus..... 31 16 
105 Lexington. Ets 22 
106 Charlestown......- 26 
107 Merrimac........ 23 
108 Pittsfield......... 49 
109 Newburyport..... 46 9 
110 Franklin......... 25 1 
111 Andover. . 36 27 
112 WOxtordy a i. = 34 
113 Greenfield........ 24 23 
114 Marion... Bie 26 2 
115 Duxbury......... 43 9 
116 So. Hanson...... 35 5 
117 Hopedale... ae 43 
118 Eastondale....... 25 1 
119 Billerica. :....... 17 1 
120 Agawam 20 i 
121 Northfield. 35 3 
122 Holden.......... 29 2 
123 Wd. Douglas 22 
124 WB. Templeton... . . 45 2 
125 Viskdale......... 22 
126 Ware..... é 0 24 
127 Westboro........ (0) 32 
128 Ashburnham.. ... 0 27 
129 Haverhill. 37 15 
131 Medfield. 21 20 
132 Carver... 39 2 
133 Sandwich... 26 
134 Monson. 4 AT 1 
136 “Palmer. °........ 27 7 
140 Cohasset......... 35 
142 Rockport. : 22 
144 Bridgewater... ... 25 1 
145 Roxbury......... 26 nt 
146 Hyde Park ae B38 
149 Manchester.. 74 


Average Membership of Camps, March 31, 1910...... 
Average Membership of Camps, March 31, 1911.. 
Average Membership of Camps, March 31, 1912.......-.-.- 
Average Membership of Camps, March 31, 1913............ 
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Loss 


NHK 


a 


Membership 
March 31, 
1913. 


Campye29) Watertown -.... 0... u's voee vere ves neceiee mele 27 members | 
113, Greenfield .. 
78, Lowell.... 
131, Medfield... 
36, E. Weymouth... 


“ 


104, Saugus. 
37, Wakefield. 
129, Haverhill. 
94, Marlboro. 
22, Middleboro. 
46, Roxbury..... 
59, So. Framingham 
95, Quincy 3 
(i) WARS pop peomeprBeaasobonpdoncoc obbuncdacnh6 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


(Net gain of 10 or more members). 


5, Hudson.. . 


DIVISION PROPERTY. 
(Inventoried at cost). 


3 Roll-top Desks. ............2....e seco $76.86 
1 Type-writer Desk................-.0.08- 13.50 


MED pe=writer sc: ss 0:2) «asin oisecbls selleeeeclen sens 75.00 


1 Record Cabinet. . 
1 Sectional Filing Cabinet 
3 Supply Cabinets 


5 Pictures and Charter. 


2 Pictures—P. C.—in—C. 
1 Small Table aes 3.00 
1 Costumer. . 3.50 
3.70 
1 Desk-light 4.00 
1 Division Seal....... 12.00 
1 Bible, Two Swords. 7.85 
3 Volumes, Encampment Records... . 0.00 
2 Volumes, Adjutant-General’s Report - 0.00 
1 Numbering Machine....................- 9.00 
1 Flag-stand.. . 
3 Desk-signs. . . 
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SUPPLY ACCOUNT. 
(April 1, 1913.) 
Received for Supplies.................0.00eee ee $744.33 


Camp Packets Furnished 29.40 
Supplies on hand April 1, 1913.. 292.69 

—— $1,066.42 
Supplies purchased...... $766.72 


Supplies on hand April 3, 1912 149.37 $915.69 


Profit on Supplies for the year.........00+.0005 ——— __ $150.73 
ASSETS. 
Cash balance as reported... .......0..e00ee ences $1,322.64 
Cash, Dormitory Fund. 87.29 
Cash, G. A. R. Fund. 509.98 
Division Property . 464.17 
Supplies............ 5 , 292.69 
Stamps, Stationery, and printed matter.......... 98.98 


$2,775.75 


LIABILITIES. 


tid outstanding. (The expenses of this Encampment have been 
paid). 
INSPECTION RATINGS. 

Ezcellent;—95-100 points. 

Camps; — 3-4 -9-10-1 1-15-30-31-36-37-46-57-59-65-69-78-79-53-89-101-115- 
121-124-134-144-149, 

Good;—90-94 points. 

Camps;— 5-12 -13-22-26-27-32-34-35-39-40-44-45-47-50-56-60-64-73-74-90- 
95-100-104-116-127-129, 

Fair;—80-89 points. S 

Camps i—1-2-14-22-23-25-28-20-41-55-61-62-67-71-72-76-80-81-85-88-92-03- 
94-97-102-107-108-122-131-136. 

Poor;—70-79 points. 

oe 3 —6-7-21-43-48-51-53-54-68-75-91-96-103-106-109-113-118-120-125- 

Below 70 points. 

Camps ;—8-1 7-18-19-20-24-33-38-42-49-52-63-66-77-82-86-87-98-99-105-110- 
111-112-114-119-123-126-133-140-142-145-146. 

No Reports Received; 

Camps ;—84-117. 
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Acknowledgments. With all of its tedious detail-work and many petty 
annoyances, the year has left many pleasant memories. The difficulties of 
the moment are soon forgotten but the friendships acquired in working to- 
gether for the upbuilding of the Order are not to be overlooked. 


It has been a rare pleasure to work with the Division Commander for 
he has demonstrated a loyalty to the Division that is unwavering and no 
incident has arisen to mar a harmonious administration in the Headquarters 
work. I am highly appreciative of his friendship and owe him a debt of 
gratitude for many kindnesses. 

Assistant Secretary Holmes has been as faithful as ever in his duties, 
and his assistance in the clerical and detail-work has beenno mall factor in 
the success of the year’s work. When he eventually retires from his po- 
sition, a vacancy will be left that cannot easily be filled. My personal 
gratitude for his loyalty is inexpressible. 

My co-worker, Treasurer Tisdale, has been untiring, and associated as 
we have been in the work, have come into close touch with each other and 
my observations prompt me to state that in Treasurer Tisdale the Division 
possesses an officer of whom they may be justly proud and upon whom they 
can rely for any duty. 

From my point of view it seems that a very great interest in our Order 
is being manifested and if I read the signs rightly, we are now on the high 
road to a large, effective membership, reaching its influence into every 
corner of our Division and carrying a message and example that is thorough- 
ly in harmony with our principles and objects. Let us be up and doing. 


Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY F. WEILER, 


Division Secretary. 


Report of Division Treasurer Forward... 60.- 0c c0ccecee cee sase cess ess $3844.89 9)” $6,795.02 
WILLIAM T. TISDALE, BRIGHTON, MASS. Office Expenses. 


EEE ECTOUATY MTN te. + closer ele ieinioieze'¢ 216 eto\v}e/0 $350.00 
Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— Assistant Secretary............ 150.00 
In making my report of the financial transactions of the Division for Treasurer. ..... 0+ ++ +2242 esses 50.00 
the past year, I realize that but little is needed besides the bare figures. 249.99 
It is an honor as well as a pleasure to report for a second successive term for Two Telephones............-. c 97.23 
the first time in the annals of the Division. Light.. 0.0... eee ee eee eee eee ees 23.34 
The books and methods used in the previous year met all the needs of A Postage Goo 220.33 
the Division, so no change was made. At the first of the year, feeling that Printing and Stationery.............. 211.36 
good business policy demanded that the Division property be insured, the Duplicator......--.---.. sess esse eee 31.50 
same was taken up with the Division Council, with the result that the office Filing Cabinet. ... : 23.25 
furniture and equipment were insured in the amount of $750.00 for the term Office Incidentals..........--..-+-+. 72.98 aioe 
of one year. Tar ae ete 
The following is an accounting of the receipts and disbursements of National Encampment. 
this office during my term; } Division Commander's Expense....... $100.00 
9 Delegates, $25.00, each... .. 225.00 
RECEIPTS. Badges and Banners................. 20.50 
Cash balance received from previous —— __ $845.50 
ae ilaiad Bb ANeid po 3 eI $586.23 Donations and Appropriations. 
Supplies...... : 5 744.33 G. A. R. Fund... $120.20 
Charter Fees CEE RG OE BE ID at eae T5500 Soldiers’ Home Memorial Exercises . 21.10 
imeiiia7iteil, lo tec, a Tae0 Reporting and Editing Encampment 20.00 
eae Rineaec Veena Baal Army Nurses’ Memorial... ..... 32.21 
Rebat ri Wat oe od a8 oa BS 908 E Postage and Printing (Army Nurses). . . 37.00 
E € on Dec. 1911 Tax 2.9 09 bABH ERE o 56.40 Gift to National President, D. of V...... 5.00 
meampment Proceedings. .. . ; 13.50 $235.51 
Interestarenren ilar ny fists. shia 11.65 $6,208.79 $6,208.79 This Eneamement 
im Encampment Hall.................. $35.00 
$670 Txemplification LEEW oth oa aede no pu ode 15.00 
EXPENDITURES. Hotel Expense... ... Mane cache eee 16.50 $66.50 $5,472.38 
General Expenses. 
Per Capita Tax..................... $1,918.64 Balance on hand, to begin next Administration.............. $1,322.64 
Supplies......... 766.32 CONSOLIDATED REPORTS OF CAMPS. 
Charter Fees......... 12.50 Amount reported on hand, March 31, 1912........ $12,251.23 
Travelling (Commander) 138.32 Receipts from all sources................002.-005 24,785.96 
Travelling (other officers) . 80.65 a 
Camp-fires 76.13 $37,037.19 
Organization Work. .. 45.56 Expended for per capita tax... . seeeess- $4,612.00 
Encampment Proceedings. . 4 215.95 Expended for membership fees. . 324.50 
Roster ie onieies ae ‘ 3 65.00 Expended for relief of members............+--..- 1,228.70 
Officers’ Bonds 11.50 Expended for relief of others.. 3 518.70 
Flowers........ 8.00 Incidental expenses... .........0. 0000 ee eee eee eee 18,411.49 $25,195.39 
Insurance Premium................. 6.32 = eae 
$3,344.89 Amount reported on hand, March 31,1913.......... $11,841.80 
36 37 


In closing this report, I would mention the growth and advancement 
of the Division during the past two years, both numerically and financially. 
A very marked increase in the assets of the Division Headquarters is shown 
on the accounts and the quarterly reports of the Camps also show much 
larger average cash balances than when I assumed the office of Treasurer, 

During the year, I have at all times tried to assist the other officers at 
Headquarters and the Division Commander has many times detailed me to 
perform special duties which it has pleased me greatly to assume. Fora 
second time, it was my pleasure to serve as the Treasurer of the Division 
Military Ball Committee. 

My term closes with most cordial feelings of friendship toward my as- 
sociates in office and I feel that in working for the welfare of our beloved 
Order, that any sacrifices of time and energy have earned their own re- 
ward. My friends among the members have many times multiplied and 
these, I trust, will retain an active interest in the Order as long as I hope to 
be able to. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM T. TISDALE, 
Division Treasurer. 


Report of Assistant Division Secretary 
EDWIN A. HOLMES, DORCHESTER, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

In retiring from the position of Assistant Division Secretary, I wish to 
express my hearty appreciation for the uniform courtesy that has been ex- 
tended to me by Division Commander, Frank L. Kirchgassner, Brother 
Henry F. Weiler, and Brother W.T. Tisdale. It has taken a lot of time and 
Tam glad that I have been in a position where I could give freely of my 
time and labor to the Division. 

The Card Index System has been brought very nearly to a state of 
completion after many hours of hard laborious work and I wish to conyey to 
the various Camp Commanders and Seeretaries my heartfelt thanks for 
their co-operation in this work. 

It has been a very great pleasure to me, as well as to the inmates of the 
Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, to have been able to provide three entertainments 
for them this past winter. This is a field in which the Division can do a 
little work and think it would be something that the Soldiers’ Home 
Dormitory Commission could well afford to look into. If we as Sons of 
Veterans can make the lives of the Veterans any happier by giving them 
material comfort and pleasure, let us do it while they are with us. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Officers and Members of the Massa- 
chusetts Division for the many kindnesses received at their hands for the 
past three years. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EDWIN A. HOLMES, 
Assistant Division Secretary. 
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Report of Division Counselor 
H. HARDING HALE, HUDSON, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

I have the following to report on my work as Counselor during the 
year 1912-1913. 

Restoration of Past Commanders’ Rank. 

Among my duties was that of heading the committee consisting also 
of Brothers J. G. Wolff and H. F. Weiler (two of the committee were mem- 
bers of the Bar), chosen by the Division Commander to consider two pe- 
titions for restoration of Past Commanders’ rank to two Brothers. Your 
Committee held two hearings and full opportunity was given to those in- 
terested, to present any evidence favorable to the petitioners. Besides 
that, your Committee wishing to do entire justice of its own accord, at 
some pains searched the records and documents on file at Headquarters. 

After a most careful study and deliberation in each case your Com- 
mittee was obliged to report that in neither case was there evidence suffici- 
ent to support the recommendation for the restoration asked for. The 
tule observed by similar committees for several years past is now well 
settled, that only in cases presenting facts which are exceptional, can this 
unusual favor be granted. 

In this connection, it is worthy of remark that there is to-day more 
inquiry than formerly among those who have lost this honor, a thing which 
indicates the increasing valuation set on the rank by some of the older 
Brothers, who now keenly regret that they permitted these honors to be 
lost. 

By-Laws. = 

There have been numerous sets of by-laws submitted for approval. 
These were found to be, almost without exception, in accordance with the 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations of the Order. 

It is gratifying to note that in the three years I have been engaged in 
Division affairs, there has been a marked increase in co-operation of Camps 
with the larger organization in this important respect, by taking steps to 
remove the handicap of obsolete or inadequate by-laws or the lack of any. 

Procedure. 

Requests for rulings have generally appeared to have been made with a 
genuine desire to gain information, and opinions have been gladly furnished. 
In one or two instances, however, it has been doubtful whether an opinion 
has been sought solely for promoting the good of the Order or for some 
selfish or retaliatory purpose. 

As the Order of Sons of Veterans grows older it is laying less stress on 
the military discipline with all its strictness, and more on the fact that it is 
a great brotherhood of citizens for the exalting and extending of patriotism. 
In return it is receiving wider recognition and so is increasing its power and 
influence in the community. 

The need, then, is for every Brother to lend a hand in the up-building 
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of our great Organization through spreading a truly fraternal spirit rather 
than obstructing its advancement through efforts to hold officials or 
Brothers to strict compliance with the letter of the law, when these Brothers 
or officers may be faithfully striving to obey the spirit of the law. The 
latter is clearly a matter of far greater importance. 

Brotherly love is the keystone which holds fast our noble arch of 
Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty. Let our efforts be always to strengthen 
this structure, never to weaken it, and thus make our Order what we long 
to have it, a peerless fraternity. 

Finally, I must express my gratitude to the Division Commander and 
my staff associates for the fine spirit shown in all my relations with them. 
Tt has been one of the many factors in making for Commander Kirch- 
gassner’s administration, one more success added to those which have gone 
before. Very Respectfully, 

H. HARDING HALE, 
Division Counselor. 


Report of Division of Patriotic Instructor 
WILLIAM D. GOODWIN, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

Ihave the honor to submit my report as Division Patriotic Instructor 
for the year just closed. 

The following statistics are compiled from the reports received from 
the Patriotic Instructors of the several Camps. Owing to the fact that 
many of the Camp Patriotic Instructors failed to send in reports, though 
twice notified of this duty, and to the further fact that many of the reports 
received were incompletely filled out, the following figures can be regarded 
as only approximately correct. 

Number of Camps in the Division, 135: number reporting, ........ 97 


Number of Schools reported 1883 
Number of Pupils reported... 263,216 
Number of School Rooms in which Flag Salute is given daily....... 2,053 


Number of School Rooms in which Flag Salute is given on special 
occasions only....... 


Number of Schools giving Military Instruction 


Number of Schools having Flag Drill.......... Pee... 686 
Natio of Schools having retired Army Officers as Instructors..... 6 
Number of Flags donated to Schools during the year. ...... 56 249 


Number of Camps giving prizes for Patriotic Essays. 16 

While some of the reports do not specify whether the schools reported 
fly the flag while in session, it is safe to assume that this is done by all, as it 
is now required by a State law. 

All the reports show that the national holidays were recognized by ap- 
propriate exercises in the schools, and that children generally were invited 
to take part in Memorial Day exercises, By about half the Camps, Sunday 
Schools were invited to have special exercises on Memorial Sunday. Prac- 
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tically all of the Camps report that Memorial Sunday was generally ob- 
served by the churches, and that they were generally decorated with flags 
for the occasion: also that June 14th is generally observed by the people at 
least by the display of flags. Most of the Camps also report a good degree 
of co-operation between the Sons of Veterans and the other allied patriotic 
societies in efforts to teach principles of patriotism. 

My experience in compiling these reports leads me to the conclusion 
that much more satisfactory results could be secured if the questions of the 
report blank were simplified and made more definite. 

In conclusion I wish to thank most heartily the Commander and the 
Secretary of the Division for their kind and generous assistance in perform- 
ing the work that has devolved upon this office. 

Fraternally yours, 
WILLIAM D. GOODWIN, 
Division Patriotic Instructor. 


Report of Division Organizer 
CHARLES H. E. MORAN, HOLYOKE, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

I have the honor to submit herewith the report of the Organizing De- 
partment, for the term ending April 9th, 1913. 

During the present year five (5) new Camps were organized as follows; 

Martha Severs Camp, No. 27, of Kingston was organized April 17th, 
1912, with 17 Charter members, by Senior Vice Division Commander E. W. 
Eaton, assisted by Assistant Division Organizer, C. H. Fischer and Past 
Senior Vice Division Commander, A. C. Beal. 

Melvin H. Walker, Camp No. 127, of Westboro, was organized June 
25th, by Past Division Commander W. A. Stevens, assisted by the Division 
Commander, Senior Division Vice Com mander Eaton, District Aide Perry 
and members of Camp 5, of Hudson. 

J. W. Lawton Camp No. 126, of Ware, was organized on October 28th, 
with 18 Charter members, by Division Organizer C. H. E. Moran, Jr., as- 
sisted by members of Camp 134, of Monson. 

Marshall P. Wood Camp No. 128, of Ashburnham, was organized on 
December 19th, by Senior Vice Division Commander EB. W. Haton, as- 
sisted by Division Commander F. L. Kirchgassner, Aide Division Brown 
and Officers and members of Camp 37, of Gardner. 

Henry Perry Camp 70, of Bourne, was organized on April 5th, 1913, 
with 24 Charter members, by District Aide P. B. Fisher, of Camp 83, Plain- 
ville and Senior Vice Division Commander E. W. Eaton. 

To the Camps organized during the year, we wish a successful and long 
existence, and trust that their members shall ever bear in mind, the prin- 
ciples and objects of the Order. 
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A charter application is now being circulated in Chicopee, and there 
are strong hopes of securing a Camp there in the near future, there are also 
good prospects for one at Warren. r 

During the year I have attended the meetings of many of the Camps, 
and acted as a member of the Degree Team at the class initiations held at 
Northampton on December 10th, 1912, and at Palmer on February 28th, 
1913. TIalso attended the Division\Camp-fire held at Springfield, October 
18th, 1912. 

On March 3d, 1913, I represented the Division at the Patriotic Ser- 
vices held by the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary, at 
Holyoke. 

To all Brothers, who have assisted in the organization work, my thanks 
are hereby extended. 

In conclusion I wish to thank Division Commander Kirehgassner in 
honoring me by the appointment to this office, and to Division Secretary 
Weiler, whose assistance made possible the work accomplished. 

Fraternally submitted, 
CHAS H. E. MORAN, JR., 
Division Organizer. 


Report of Assistant Division Organizer 
CHARLES H. FISCHER, PLYMOUTH, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 

Tn making my report as Assistant Division Organizer, I wish to thank 
all who were in any way connected with the work and particularly the 
members of the Degree Team of Collingwood Camp No. 4. As it was with 
their help that we were able to muster a class of 12 into the Middleboro 
Camp. 

Early in the year, Martha Sever Camp No. 27, was instituted at Kings- 
ian. Brother Edward Eaton installed the officers and a union Degree 
jleam from Duxbury and Plymouth performed the initiation. The Camp 
was instituted with a Charter list of 17 and since has grown to 28 with 
Prospects of more soon, and have a good bank account. 

a There is a good prospect for a Camp in Bourne as there is a large list of 
eligibles at Headquarters. I think Plympton and Halifax have quite a 
field to work from so that sometime in the near future there will be Camps 
in each town. 

In conclusion I wish to thank those at Headquarters for the courtesies 


shown and I wish to congratulate Division Commander Kirchgassner upon 
the success he has attained. 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHAS. H. FISCHER, 
Assistant Organizer, 
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Report of Division Press Correspondent 
0. J. SEBOLT, SOMERVILLE, MASS. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Division Encampment;— 


A brief summary of the work accomplished by this office shows that 
the advice given by my predecessors and reiterated by myself, “that the 
efforts of the Camp Press Correspondents be given mainly to news for the 
local press in each locality” has brought excellent results. The increasing 
number of clippings from newspapers throughout the State, varying in size 
from a full page to a five-line notice, attests that the Correspondents are 
waking up to the value of advertising the Camps in this way. I would 
urge that these efforts be doubled and I am sure the Brothers will find that 
the papers are pleased to get this class of news when sent to them ready to 
use. 

For the Banner it has been necessary to re-write nearly all the news in 
order to condense it to the space allowed for this Division, but in spite of 
the best efforts it has invariably run over nearly two columns. The 
Brothers will readily see that only the “Cream” of the news, that which 
would help the whole Order by its inspiration to “go and do likewise” or 
better—could be retained and I am deeply grateful that in most cases this 
necessary blue penciling has been accepted without complaint. 

News of coming events for the Boston Sunday papers has been handled 
by the Headquarters office with good results. 

I would respectfully recommend that a sheet of ‘Instructions to Camp 
Press Correspondents” be prepared and sent to the Correspondents as they 
are appointed each year. This would result in giving these Brothers much 
needed information regarding what they should do to be of the most value 
to the Camps, would prevent much misunderstanding as to when and where 
news should be sent and would keep the Order before the public more of the 
year. 

I wish to thank you, Commander, for the honor conferred and for the 
assistance you have given. I wish to extend to the Headquarters officers 
and the Camp Correspondents, my sincere thanks for many services rend- 
ered in making my duties less arduous. I also wish to express my gratitude 
to Editor Dustin for his courtesies and the generous space given this Di- 
vision. I believe he is doing his utmost to give the members good service, 
and upbuild the Order. 

Although the duties of the office have been many and exacting, especi- 
ally the last of each month, it is with regret that I relinquish the work, for 
the close touch with the various Camps, and the insight into the many 
activities which are part of the year’s work, as well as the many lasting 
friendships formed, have made the work exceedingly pleasant. 

Fraternally yours, 
ORLANDO J. SEBOLT, 
Division Press Correspondent. 
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Report of the Dormitory Commission 
EDWIN E. FISH, SECRETARY-TREASURER, MALDEN, MASS. 
Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 


Another year has passed since the last report of the 8. of V. Dormitory 
Commission of the Soldiers’ Home, in Chelsea. 

Ihave made several visits and have kept in touch with requirements of 
our Dormitory, and on one of my visits, it was suggested that they would 
like a few rocking chairs. Your Committee thought the suggestion a good 
one, consequently purchased six large rocking chairs, and Brothers, they 
are certainly appreciated by the old Veterans that occupy our Dormitory. 

I am pleased to make the following report; 


Balance on hand last report $103.13 
TENURE oooodcean S000 8 ObCAGURG ASR RORSM GbR eRAon ED doco aC 2° 3.66 

$106.79 
Paidi@utrasiabovereeasaen as ce seisciee. aie fice aie seeie s)tortseeeme 19.50. 
Balance in Chelsea Savings Bank, March 15, 1913 . $87.29 


Respectfully submitted, 
EDWIN E. FISH, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


Report of the G. A. R. Trust Fund 
Commission 


JOSEPH B. MACCABE, CHAIRMAN: CHARLES K. DARLING, SECRE- 
TARY-TREASURER: FRED E. BOLTON. 


Commander and Members of the 31st Annual Encampment;— 


The G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission respectfully reports that al- 
though it was created by vote of the 29th Encampment, at which time the 
three members of the Commission were elected, it was not until June, 1912, 
that it became necessary for the Commission to organize, for the reason that 
up to that time, no funds were in its possession. 

In June, of 1912, five hundred ($500.00) dollars was received from the 
Treasurer of the Division, and thereupon, the Commission organized with 
Joseph B. Maccabe as Chairman and Charles K. Darling as Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

The Treasurer filed a good and sufficient bond prior to the receipt of 
the payment. Appended hereto is the report of the Treasurer, showing the 
condition of the trust fund;— 

Boston, Mass., March 6, 1913. 
To the Chairman of the G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission ;— 
Dear Sir and Brother; 

I have the honor to submit the following report as treasurer of the 

above named Commission since undertaking the duties of that office. 
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There was received in June, 1912, from the treasurer of the Division, 
the sum of five hundred dollars, which amount was deposited to the credit 
of the G. A. R. Trust Fund Commission in three savings banks, as appears 
in the sub-joined detailed statement. ; 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT. 


1912. 
June 7. Deposited East Boston ee Bank Book, 
No. 70856.. . seeeeeees- $200.00 
Interest to ipatny, 15, Yo13. sate sina erate 4.00 
——_ $204.00 
1912. 
June 7. Deposited Worcester North Savings Institu- 
tion, Fitchburg, Mass., Book No. 54498...... $179.80 
Interest to January 1, 1913................ 3.58 
———_ $183.38 
1912. 
June 7. Deposited Fitchburg Savings Bank Book 
RO; GODS cob sap Boabian de Hote cope ah 94-5 $120.20 
Interest to January 1, 1913................ 2.40 122.60 
Total on amount hand. $509.98 


There have been no disbursements. 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES K. DARLING, 
Treasurer. 


The purpose of the Trust is to accumulate a fund which shall be avail- 
able for the use of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the 
Republic, at a future time when its'needs are greater than at present. 

Consistent with this purpose it is therefore important that the fund be 
made of good proportions by an annual appropriation from the funds of the 
Division and from such other sources as are available. 

In this connection it should be stated that the major part of the present 
fund has been contributed from the proceeds of the Military Ball, held 
under the auspices of the Division and liberally supported by the Camps 
and individual members, especially those in the vicinity of metropolitan 
Boston. This event bids fair to become an annual feature, and in behalf 
of so worthy a cause is entitled to the most liberal support of our member- 
ship. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH B. MACCABE, 
CHARLES K. DARLING, 
FRED E. BOLTON. 
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Report of G. A. R. Conference Committee 


The Conference Committee appointed by the Division Commander to 
meet with a like committee representing the Massachusetts Department, 
G. A. R., are pleased to report the following; 

Desirous of carrying out some particular line of work that would prove 
of benefit to our Order, a meeting of the Joint Committee was arranged in 
the month of July. The idea of conducting a series of group Camp-fires 
during the month of October was presented by your committee, and the 
same met the hearty approval of the G. A. R. Committee. 

The Camp-fires were arranged to take place at the following times and 
places; 

Brockton, October 7. 

Springfield, October 28. 
Fitchburg, October 21. 
Greenfield, October 22. 

Taunton, October 26. 

Haverhill, October 28. 

Faneuil Hall, Boston, October 29. 
Worcester, November 1. 


The several camps in the different districts were organized into Com- 
mittees of Arrangements, and the various Posts and eligible sons of the 
district were invited. The tedious work of writing many letters was well 
repaid by the success of all of the Camp-fires. Department Commander 
Hosley and Assistant Adjutant General Wetherbee of the G. A. R. did 
nobly in their endeavor to induce men to join our ranks. They attended 
all of the Camp-fires and their addresses, with those of Division Commander 
KXirchgassner and other representatives of our Division, together with the 
excellent programme provided by the various Camps Committee, gave an 
evening’s enjoyment that well repaid all who attended. 

To say that two thousand comrades and brothers attended the Camp- 
fires is a low estimate. 

Department Commander Hosley honored our Division with the type 
of men appointed on his committee, and we feel grateful to him and his 
comrades, Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton, General Nelson A. Miles, Rey. 
M. A. Levy, Rey. A. A. Bronsdon and others who gave their time and in- 
fluence toward the success of our effort for the “good of the Order.” We 
also thank Commander Kirchgassner for the honor of appointment and for 
the opportunity to prove that the G. A. R. Conference Committee can be 
made a mighty factor in the year’s work. 


Cordially in F. C. & L., 
GEORGE M. TUCKER, 


Chairman of Committee, 
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Report of W. R. C. Gonterence Committee 


As Chairman of the Committee, it is my pleasure to make the following 
report of the doings of this Committee during the past year. The Com- 
mittee met and organized soon after their appointment and extended our 
services to the W. R.C. At their request, the Committee jointly with our 
Auxiliary Committee, conducted a table at the Grand Fair held in Lorimer 
Hall, Boston, by the Womans’ Relief Corps for their Department Relief 
Fund. We are pleased to report that we were thus able to add a sub- 
stantial amount to their Fund. 

The Committee acting upon the authority of the Division Commander, 
was enlarged by adding I. C. Barker (3), W. A. Dunn (62), and J. B. 
Farrell (74). The assistance of these Brothers was greatly appreciated 
and the thanks of the Committee is hereby extended to them. Further 
than this, the Committce was not called upon for much active service. We 
believe that nothing but the best of feeling exists between the two organ- 
izations and can wish for nothing better than a continuance of the present 
harmony and friendship between the Womans’ Relief Corps and the Sons 
of Veterans. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wm. T. TISDALE, 
Chairman. 


Report of Conference Committee with 
Ladies of the G. A. R. | 


To the Officers and Members of the 31st Division Encampment; 

A step forward was taken when Division Commander Kirchgassner 
deemed it wise to appoint a Conference Committee with the Ladies of the 
G, A. R., and while the results are not all that might be hoped for, much 
has been accomplished which is of value to both Orders. 

The first result will be a better understanding of the aims and objects 
of this Organization. It is composed of the blood-kin of the veterans who 
are our fathers, and their interest in the comrades and their sons is neces- 
sarily as great as any of the allied bodies. Without outward show these 
ladies are accomplishing a very great work in their relief work. They are 
working along the same patriotic lines that we are and the results accom- 
plished in this direction deserve our hearty support and commendation. 

All this was brought out forcibly in the various meetings of the Com- 
mittee and should stir our Brothers to greater interest in their work. 

All Sons of Veterans as well as Veterans are admitted to their circles 
as honorary members and can attend their meetings. About 1902 a fund 


was started to maintain a home for the veteran and wife (not the John A.” 


Andrew Home Association) which has steadily increased, and will soon be 
available for the purpose for which it was intended. Our Order can well 
give its support to such a worthy object when the call goes forth: 
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——— 


a 


March 25, the Joint Committee presented a Minstrel show and dance. 
in Bloomfield Hall, Dorchester, and in spite of a very stormy night, will be 
able to turn over to the Massachusetts Department, Ladies of the G. A. R., 
for their relief work, about $10 or $12. 

Comparatively little help came from our Brothers. We are indebted 
to Past Commander Wm. F. Moore and members of Camp 9, as well as to 
members of Circles 15 and 26, for their share in making this affair a success. 

We would recommend that a similar committee be appointed the com- 
ing year and that the Brothers take a more active interest in our Sister 
Organization. [ 

Respectfully submitted, 
O. J. SEBOLT, 
For the Committee. 


Report of the S. of V. Auxiliary Conference 
Committee 


_ The joint Conference Committee submit the following as their report 
for the past year; Several meetings have been held, all of which haye 
tended to unite us on several matters of mutual interest. 

The first undertaking of the Committee was to hold a Social Evening 
and Dance at Somerville on October 30th, 1912. The Committee was 
disappointed that more of the members of the Organization did not co- 
operate with them in their endeavors. A very pleasant evening was en- 
joyed and a profit of $9.30 was realized. 

On March 11th, 1913, arrangements were made with the Soldiers’ Home 
to provide an entertainment for the Veterans. Whist was indulged in 
during the afternoon and several members of the Auxiliary were present. 
In the evening, an entertainment was provided and these features were 
generally appreciated by the Veterans in the Home. The expense of this 
entertainment was $7.75, and thus a balance of $1.55 is reported, which 
will be turned over to the next Conference Committee. 

We hope that in the future, the members will more generally co- 
operate with their committee in any of their undertakings. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WALTER R. MERCHANT, 
Chairman. 


Report of D. of V. Conference Committee 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the Daughters of 
Veterans’ Conference Committee; 

There were seven meetings held during the year and a large attendance 
at each meeting. August 20th, this joint committee held a Moon-light Ex- 
cursion for the benefit of the “Army Nurses’ Memorial” and had the pleas- 
ure of turning over to the Treasurer of the Memorial Committee, one hun- 
dred dollars ($100), which was the profit of the excursion. 
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W. T. Tisdale, Rev. E. J. Abar. 
‘Treasurer Chaplain 


H. H. Hale, E.W. 
Counselor Senior 


Eaton, Frank L. Kirchgassner, H. S. Potter, W. D. Goodwin, 
commander Division Commander Junior Vice Commander _ Patriotic Instructor 


J.T. Wellington, E. C. Barker, J.B. Farrell, F, L. Lounsbury, 
Council Council Council Chief Aide 


C. H, Fischer, E. A. Holmes, CH 


r E. Moran, 
Assistant Organizer Assistant Secretary Organizer 


This committee made the following recommendations; That the 
Brothers of the Massachusetts Division do all in their power to aid and 
assist the Daughters of Veterans in raising funds for the Army Nurses’ 
Memorial. 

That the incoming Division Commander reappoint two of the present 
members of this committee for 1913 as their experience and knowledge of 
the work may be of service to the new committee. 


The committee are very grateful for the many courtesies extended 
them through the office of the Division Commander and especially to the 
Division Secretary Henry IF. Weiler, that ever ready and never tiring 
worker. 

There remains a small amount of money in the hands of the committee 
which will be turned over to the Division Secretary to be handed to the 
new committee. 


I wish to thank the members of the committee for their support and 
co-operation during the year and wish them success and prosperity in years 
to come. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Yoursin F.C. & L., 
GEORGE G. PARSONS, 
Chairman. 


GREETINGS FROM LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


A delegation of two ladies representing the ladies of the G. A. R. was 
announced in the ante-room and two escorts were appointed, comprising © 
Past Division Commander W. Penney and Division Press Correspondent 
O. J. Sebolt. The ladies were escorted to the Hall and introduced, after 
which they were escorted to the platform amid cheering. Mrs. Negus, 
Past Department President of the Massachusetts Department, spoke ex- 
tending the greetings of the ladies of the G. A. R. and extended a very 
cordial invitation to all Sons of Veterans to become members of their or- 
ganization and avail themselves of the special privilege of attending the 
meetings of the Circles. Mrs. Teel, Past Department President of the 
Massachusetts Department spoke very briefly and concluded by extending 
an invitation to the members of the Encampment to attend the reception 
given by the. ladies in the evening. 

Past Division Commander Penney was appointed to make response to 
the words of greeting and he did so in a pleasing manner. “We are often 
told that it was our fathers that fought the Civil War. I believe that it 
was our fathers and our mothers, as well, that fought the Civil War: the 
fathers at the ‘front’’ and the mothers in the home. No force is stronger 
than the efforts of the women of those families and great tribute is due 
them for their efforts.”’ 
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GREETINGS FROM THE WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


A committee consisting of Past Commander 8. L. Cook (46), Com- 
mander L. H. Palmer (79), and A: ant Division Organizer C. H. Fischer 
(4), were appointed to escort a delegation of three members of the Womans’ 
Relief Corps to the Encampment Hall. The delegation was composed of 
Mrs. Etta K. Cook, Mrs. E. A. Penniman, and Mrs. Leighton. Mrs. Cook 
spoke for the delegation and extended the greetings of her Organization to 
the Encampment, assuring the members of the Order of the good wishes 
of Mrs. Holbrook, the Department President, and all of her Officers and 
members. Mrs. Cook referred to the fact that she was serving as Chair 
man of the Committee on Sons of Veterans and that during her year, the 
Committee had raised a little sum which they desired to present to the En- 
campment with the wish that it be used in the work of the Order along the 
lines of the G. A. R. The sum of money was found to total $40.74. 

Past Commander 8. L. Cook (46), made response to the greetings and 
extended thanks for the gift so generously given. 


JOHN B. LEWIS OF THE G A R, 


John B. Lewis, Past National Patriotic Instructor of the G. A. R., was 
escorted to the Hall and to the platform. He extended the greetings of the 


National Association of Patriotic Instructors, of which he was the Presi- 
dent. 


RESOLUTIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS. 


Numerous Resolutions and Communications were read and were each 
referred to the proper Committees, without debate, and action taken there- 
on will appear later in the records. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWS. 


Past Commander George E. Hunt (67), presented the report of the 
Committee on the new By-Laws, and it was decided that the sections be 
acted upon as read unless objection was discovered. This procedure was 
followed and while information was asked many times during the present- 
ing of the report, it was finally adopted as presented by the Committee, 
with no changes. The following was the report; 


BY-LAWS OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, SONS OF 
VETERANS, U. S. A, 


ARTICLE I.—THE DIVISION. 


The Division shall be constituted as provided by the Constitu- 


* tion, Rules and Regulations governing the Sons of Veterans, 


U.S. A., acting under the authority of its Charter from the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. 


ARTICLE II.—HEADQUARTERS. 


Section 1. The Headquarters of the Division shall be estab- 
lished and maintained in the City of Boston, and such Head- 
quarters shall be the permanent office of the Division Secretary 
and be the place where all property of the Division shall be kept. 

Section 2. The Division Council may secure a lease of such 
Headquarters for a period of years, not to exceed, however, more 
than five years in any one period. 

Section 3. The hours during which the Headquarters shall be 
kept open shall be fixed by the Division Commander and remain 
in force during his term of office. 


ARTICLE II.—MEETINGS. 


Section 1. The annual meeting of the Division shall be held at 
such time and place as may be determined by the majority vote 
of the next preceding meeting. 

Section 2. In the event of any failure to fix the time and place 
of such succeeding meeting, the same shall be determined by the 
majority vote of the members of the Division Council. 

Section 3. Special meetings for extraordinary cause may be 
convened by the Division Commander, with the consent of a 
majority of the Division Council; and shall be convened by the 
Division Commander upon the petition of the majority of the 
Camps, approved by their members; provided, that not less than 
thirty days’ notice shall be given to all Camps, through a Division 
Order, stating the purpose of the meeting. No business shail be 
transacted at any special meeting other than that for which it 
was specifically called. 


Section 4. A majority of the elective and appointive officers 
and the accredited delegates, shall constitute a quorum at any 
regular or special meeting. 


ARTICLE IV.—OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 


Section 1. The Officers of the Division, elective and appoin- 
tive, shall consist of those provided for by the Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations. 

Section 2. The Officers shall perform the duties therein set 
forth. 
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ARTICLE V.—DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


Section 1. There shall be a Commission of five members, to be 
known as the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission—as created 
by the Division at its meeting in 1896. 

Section 2. Said Commission shall be organized each year by 
the selection of a Chairman and a Seeretary-Treasurer, by and 
from its own membership. 


Section 3. Said Commission shall have the supervision of the 
“Sons of Veterans’ Dormitory” in|the Soldiers’ Home, located at 
Chelsea, Massachusetts, and the custody of all funds standing to 
the credit of the Commission, which shall be deposited in a Mass- 
achusetts savings bank. 

Section 4, The Secretary-Treasurer shall render a written re~ 
port at each regular Division meeting, setting forth in detail an 
itemized statement of all of the financial transactions, and a 
record of the meetings of the Commission.- Such report shall be 
signed and approved by at least a majority of the members of 
the Commission. 


Section 5. One member of said Commission, to serve for a 
term of five years, shall be elected by the majority vote of each 
Division meeting. 


ARTICLE VI.—G. A. R. FUND COMMISSION. 


Section 1. There shall be a Commission of three members, to 
be known as the G R. Fund Commission, in whom shall be 
vested the control of the G. A. R. Fund, created by the Encamp- 
ment in 1911, 


Section 2. Said Commission shall organize each year by the 
election of a Chairman and a Secretary-Treasurer, by and from 
its own membership. 

Section 3. The funds under its control shall be deposited in 
Massachusetts Savings Banks, or invested in such securities as 
may be legal investments for such Savings Banks. 

Section 4. The Fund, being in the nature of a trust for the 
benefit of the Department of Massachusetts, Grand Army of the 
Republic, shall be used for no other purpose and no disburse- 
ments shall be made except upon request of the parent Organ- 
ization (Grand Army of the Republic), through its proper Of- 
ficers; and then only in such amounts as a majority of the Com- 
mission shall determine. 

Section 5. One member of said Commission, to serve for a 
term of three years, shall be elected by the majority vote of each 
Division meeting. 


ARTICLE VIICONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 


The Division Commander shall annually appoint a Conference 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to confer from time to time 
with a like Committee from the Grand Army of the Republic and 
to consider and devise such plans as may be best calculated to 
foster and cement the fraternal relations existing between the 
two Organizations, and to indicate wherein the Sons of Veterans 
may be of service to the parent Organization, in accord with the 
principles and objects of the Order. 
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ARTICLE VIII.—ELECTIONS. 


Section 1. The Division Commander, Senior Vice Division 
Commander, and Junior Vice Division Commander shall be 
elected annually and a majority of all votes cast shall be neces- 
sary for a choice. 


Section 2. The Division Council (three members) and the 
Delegates and Alternates to the Commandery-in-Chief shall be 
elected annually and the plurality of the votes cast shall deter- 
mine the choice. 


Section 3. The Division may at any meeting, provided sixty 
days’ notice of such intention, shall have been given to the 
Camps, through Division Orders, elect a Division Secretary, a 
Division Treasurer, or both, or a Division Secretary-Treasurer, 
for a term of not'more than five years, by a majority of all votes 
cast. 


Section 4. The term of office of all elective officers shall be 
for one year, except where otherwise provided. 

Section 5. No member shall be cligible for clection to any 
office unless present at such meeting, and in good standing in his 
Camp. 


ARTICLE IX.—BALLOT. 


Section 1. The method of conducting the elections at the 
Division meetings shall be the style of ballot used in the ‘‘Aus- 
tralian System.’” 

Section 2. To facilitate the preparation of the ballot, the 
nominations for the several offices to be filled shall be made on 
the afternoon of the day of the first session, and the names of the 
nominees shall be printed on ballots prepared by the Division 
Secretary, who shall cause the same to be printed, and shall 
certify thereon that they are correct and official. 


Section 3. The vote shall be recorded by a cross (X) made 
within the square at the right of the name of the nominee, on the 
bailot. It shall be permissable, however, to write or paste-on, 
the name of any member who may not have been nominated at 
the first day’s session, and such votes shall be counted, provided 
they are marked with a cross (X) in the same manner as required 
in the preceding paragraph. 

Section 4. The position or order in which the names (except 
those written or pasted-on) shall appear on the ballot, shall be 
determined by lot. 


Section 5. The counting of the baliots shall be in charge of a 


Committee to be appointed by the Division Commander, prior to 
the election; on which Committee each candidate for office (ex- 
cept Delegates and Alternates) shall have a representative. 


ARTICLE X.—VACANCIES. 


Any vacancy which may occur in the elective officers of the 
Division shall be filled temporarily by the next officer in rank,. 
until a special election is held by the Division Council; except 
that delegate representation may be filled by the Division Com- 
mander, or in his absence at a Commandery-in-Chief meeting, by 
the chairman of the delegation. 
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ARTICLE XI.—SALARIES. 


Section 1. The amount of salary or compensation to be paid 
to the Division Secretary, Division Treasurer, or both, and all 
allowances for clerk-hire at Headquarters may be fixed by vote 
at each Division meeting; provided, that in the event of the 
election of an oflicer to these positions for a term of years, such 
salary and allowances may be fixed for the period covered by said 
election. 

Section 2. In the event of no action being taken by the Di- 
vision meeting, the Division Council shall fix the amounts to be 
paid. 

ARTICLE XII.—BONDS. 


Section 1. The Division Commander shall furnish to the 
Commander-in-Chief a bond in the sum of not less than two 
thousand dollars, or in such greater amount as may be fixed by 
the Division Council, and he shall be required to file the same 
within thirty days after his election. 

Section 2. The Division Secretary and the Division Treasurer 
or Division Secretary-Treasurer, the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Dormitory Commission, and the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
G. A. R. Fund Comission, shall furnish to the Division Com- 
mander a bond in the sum to be fixed by the Division Council. 
and shall be required to file the same within thirty days after 
their appointment or election. 4 

Section 3. Such bonds shall be those issued by some accept- 
able Surety Company and shall be paid for out of the funds of 
the Division. 


Section 4. Bonded officers shall be held liable on their bond 
for the funds remaining in their possession, until their successors 
have been regularly installed and qualified by giving a bond, and 
receipting for the money and property they receive. 


ARTICLE XIII.—FUNDS. 


All funds belonging to the Division shall be deposited in the 
name of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., 
and all checks drawn against such deposits shall be signed by the 


Division Treasurer and countersigned by the Division Com- 
mander.  * 


ARTICLE XIV.—PERMANENT FUND. 


Section 1. A Permanent Fund shall be established and main- 
tained. 

Section 2. This Fund shall be deposited in a Massachusetts 
Savings Bank in the name of the Permanent Fund of the Mas 
achusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., and all orders on 


this Fund shall be signed by the Division Commander and Di- 
vision Treasurer. ‘ 


Section 3. Additions to this Fund may be made by the 

, Division Treasurer when, in the opinion of the Division Council, 

the amount of money in the general fund is more than sufficient 
to meet the current expenses. 


Section 4. Interest on the Fund shall be added to the same, 
and such additional sums as may be determined by a majori 
vote of any Division meeting. 


Section 5. The interest or any part of the principal cannot be 
withdrawn except by a two-thirds vote of a Division meeting, 
when a recommendation stating the amount, is made by the 
Division Commander, and agreed to by the Division Council. 


ARTICLE XV.—CHARTER FEE. 


Section 1. The Charter Fee to be paid by a new Camp is 
hereby fixed at twenty-five dollars, which shall be paid at the 
time the application for a Charter is made. 

Section 2. Said fee shall cover the cost of the regulation Camp 
packet and the expenses of organizing the Camp. 


ARTICLE XVI.—FINANCES AND REPORTS. 


Section 1. ach Camp may fix the amount of its membership 
fee and annual dues; provided, however, that each Camp shall 
pay to the Division for each member initiated (except Charter 
members) a fee of fifty cents, and for each member in good stand- 
ing a yearly per capita tax of eighty cents. 

Section 2. Said fee and per capita tax shall be payable in four 
equal installments, and shall be forwarded, together with the 
required quarterly reports, on the proper blanks, to Division 
Headquarters not later than the fifth day of April, July, October 
and January. Camps are not required to pay per capita tax on 
any member for the quarter in which he is initiated—the mem- 
bership fee being payable at that time. 

Section 3. Any member of a Camp, who is six months ih 
arrears in the payment of his dues, may be suspended by vote of 
the Camp (whereupon he shall be notified of the same by the 
Secretary of the Camp) and when so suspended and reported in 
the quarterly report, the Camp shall not be liable or subject to 
per capita tax on such member. 

Section Any member who is one year in arrears in the pay- 
ment of his dues (and has been suspended for six months) may be 
dropped by vote of the Camp and when dropped it shall be so 
reported in the quarterly report. 

Section 5. While suspended, such member may not be per- 
mitted to enter the Camp-room during a session, shall not be en- 
titled to vote at any election, and shall be ineligible to hold any 
office until his dues are paid. When dropped, such member 
ceases to be connected with the Camp. 

Section 6. A dropped member may be admitted again into 
the Order in the same manner as a new member; provided, how- 
ever, he shall pay one year's dues to the Camp from which he was 
dropped, if such Camp is still in existance. 

Section 7. Camps shall be required to pay all back per capita 
tax on members who shall become re-instated from suspended, 
and shall report such re-instatements in the quarterly reports. 


ARTICLE XVII.—INSPECTIONS. 


There shall be an annual inspection, for the purpose of as- 
certaining the condition of each Camp, by an officer detailed for 
such purpose by the Division Commander. The actual expenses 
(Hotel and travel) of such officer, shall be paid by the Camp. 


ARTICLE XVIII.—INSTALLATIONS. 


‘The officers-clect of each Camp shall be installed, by an of- 
ficer appointed by the Division Commander, at the first meeting 
in January of each year, or at an early subsequent regular or 
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special meeting held for such purpose. The actual expenses 
(Hotel and travel) of such officer shall be paid by the Camp. 
Installations may be held publicly, if desired, or in conjunction 
with_any_of the allied organizations. 


ARTICLE XIX.—AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES. 


Section 1. The Division Commander shall be entitled to be 
paid from the funds of the Division, the actual amount of his ex- 
penses (Hotel and travel) incurred in attendance at the meetings 
of the Commandery-in-Chief. 

Section 2. The expenditures for Headquarters rent, salaries, 
per capita tax, supplies, postage and incidentals, actually needed 
for the proper conduct of the Headquarters, are authorized; pro- 
vided, that proper itemized vouchers are submitted for the same 
to the Division Council. 

Section 3. The Division Council shall appropriate from the 
funds of the Division, at its first meeting (which shall be held 
immediately after they haye been elected and qualified), a sum 
not exceeding two hundred dollars; to be used by the Division 
Commander to meet the actual expenses (Hotel and travel) in- 
curred by him or his representatives, in visitations to the several 
Camps. Proper itemized vouchers for all expenditures under 
this appropriation shall be filed with the Division Treasurer. 
The appropriation may be increased from time to time by the 
Division Council if, in their judgment, the needs of the Division 
require. 

Section 4. The Division Council is authorized and empowered 
to fix the amount or sum to be apportioned to each Delegate, for 
expenses in attendance at the meetings of the Commandery-in- 
Chief. 

Section 5. The Division Council may appropriate a sum 
sufficient to procure the Silver Cross of the Order, to be con- 
ferred upon the retiring Division Commander. 

Section 6. A sum sufficient to cover the expense of a floral 
tribute to be placed on the statue of Abraham Lincoln, in Park 
Square, Boston, is authorized. 

Section 7. An appropriation, not exceeding thirty-five dol- 
lars, shall be authorized to meet the necessary expense of the 
annual Memorial exercises at the Soldiers’ Home, Chelsea, con- 
ducted by the Massachusetts Division. 


ARTICLE XX.—AMENDMENTS. 


Section 1. These By-Laws may be altered or amended by a 
two-thirds vote of the accredited members present and voting at 
any Division meeting; provided, at least sixty days’ notice of 
any intention to so alter or amend shall haye been published in 
the Division Orders and promulgated to the Camps 

Section 2. These By-Laws shall take effect upon adoption at 
a Division meeting and the approval of the Commander-in-Chief, 
and their adoption will be, in effect and force, the repealing of 
any and all By-Laws heretofore existing. 

FRED E. BOLTON, 
GEORGE E. HUNT, 
GEORGE M. TUCKER, 
Committee on By-Laws 
Adopted at the 31st Annual Encampment, April 8, 1913. 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER, 
Division Commander, 
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GREETINGS FROM THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


A committee of three representing the G. A. R. was announced as 
being in waiting and the following were selected as escorts; Past Com- 
mander I’. J. Donahue (77), Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, Past Commander-in-Chief I’. E. Bolton, and Past Commander 
G. BE. Hunt (67). The delegation was escorted to the platform amid loud 
applause and were given three rousing cheers. Past Department Com- 
mander Alfred S. Roe, as Chairman of the Delegation, spoke eloquently. 
He referred to the fact that he had.in the past participated as a speaker at 
many Camp-fires in the interests of the Sons of Veterans. He urged all who 
may be eligible, to join the Order, not recognizing any social differences, but 
with a unity in patriotic work. Commander J. Frank Dalton, also a mem- 
ber of the 8. of V., wished the Order an increase in numbers, and efficiency 
in the work. Made reference to the fact that he had placed himself on 
record as interested in our Order, when he had joined the Camp at Salem, 
and then later served as its Commander. Commander Rouillaird of the 
Cambridge Post paid a glowing tribute to Division Commander Kirch- 
gassner for his enthusiasm and interest in the Camp and Post in Cambridge 
and for the Massachusetts Division. 

Response was made by Past Commander-in-Chief Bolton for the S. of 
VY. He related the past history and association of the S. of V. with the 
G. A. R., and offered the suggestion that the ‘‘Sons’’ sought work to do for 
the G. A. R., and when appealed to would surely comply. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF GRANT. 


Commander-in-Chief Grant was introduced to the Encampment and 
received three cheers and a ‘‘tiger’’ before he could proceed. He extended 
his greetings and expressed his appreciation of the fine steady growth of 
the Division and also of the many courtesies granted during the year. He 
laid especial stress upon the fact that we need and are getting a solid, sub- 
stantial and “staying’’ growth rather than a so-called “‘mush-room” growth, 


DIVISION COMMANDER F. H. LEACH OF THE MAINE DIVISION, 


Division Commander Fred H. Leach was presented to the Encamp- 
ment and spoke briefly. For three years, so he stated, he had been look- 
ing forward to being the Commander of the Maine Division, as he had 
planned to make a visit to the Massachusetts Encampment at that time. 
He extended the greetings of the “Pine Tree’’ State, and invited any who 
could, to be his guest at the Encampment of the Maine Division. 


Adjournment was taken to 9 a.m. 
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SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday, Morning, April 9, 1913 


The Encampment was called to order promptly at 9 a.m. 
NOMINATIONS FOR DELEGATES. 
Division Treasurer W. T. Tisdale offered a motion that all candidates 
for Delegate to the National Encampment, file their names, with two or 
more endorsements, with the Division Secretary, so that verbal nomina- 
tions could be dispensed with. This was adopted. 


DELEGATES WITHOUT CREDENTIALS. 


Several Past Commanders and Delegates were reported without proper 
Credential cards, and on motion, they were allowed seats in the Encamp- 
ment. The following were so seated; 

Past Commander R. E. Purrington (20): Delegate H. C. Eddy (65): 

Past Commander J. A. Metealf, (1) Delegate G. E. Eaton (105) 

Past Commander A. G. Pattison (85) Delegate A. EE. Rice (81). 


REPORT ON SECOND ANNUAL MILITARY BALL. 


Chairman J. T. Wellington of the Di 
ing report on the recent Military Ball; 


ion Council, offered the follow- 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION COUNCIL ON MILITARY BALL. 


Tn accordance with the action of the 30th Encampment whereby it 
voted, that the Division Council have authority to conduct an annual 
Reunion and Ball, the Division Council herewith submit a report on the 
Second Annual Reunion and Ball. 

Tt was decided to hold the affair on the evening of February 21st, in 
Paul Revere Hall, Mechanics Building, Boston. 

The following committee were chosen to assist the Division Council in 
carrying out the arrangements; 


F. L. Kirehgassner, H. F. Weiler, i. A. Holmes, 
Division Commander Division Secretary Assistant Secretary 
F. J. Lounsbury, G. M. Tucker, O. J. Sebolt 
Chief Aid. P. D.C. 54. 45 

1. G. Parsons 89, Moore 9, M. B. Boody 30, 
T. Callahan £ . A. Dunn 62, L. F. Thomas 81, 
N. K. Atkins 7, D. L. Waters 66, 5. L. Drown 80, 
W. I. Choate Jr. 6, A. C. Lee 3, E. J. Goodman 46, 
H. L. Pree 145, M. H. Allen 29, G. T. Baker 95, 


In December the Committee met and organized with J. T. Wellington 
as Chairman, E. C. Barker as Secretary and W. T. Tisdale as Treasurer. 
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It is gratifying to the Committee to report that the second attempt 
wwas even greater a success than the first, and we trust that it may continue 
to be an annual affair. 

The attendance was about the same as last year, with about 125 
couples in the grand march. A pleasing feature was the trooping of the 
Colors by some 21 stands of Colors from the surrounding Camps: also an 
Exhibition Military Drill by members of Co. E, Ninth Regiment, Mass. 
National Guard, under command of Capt. John J. Barry, which received a 
well deserved applause. 

The financial returns were a little more than last year: the net receipts 
were $185.20, which amount has been turned into the Division Treasury. 
The individual members responded generously, but the Camps for some 
reason, failed to come forward to assist in this movement, more than half 
failing to contribute. 

We wish to extend our thanks to our Auxiliary and the Daughters of 
Veterans for the ance they rendered in making the affair a success. 

Also to all who assisted in any way we extend our thanks for their in- 
terest and support. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES T. WELLINGTON, 
EDGAR C. BARKER, 
JOHN B. FARRELL, 
Division Council. 


THANKS TO CAMP 3, SOMERVILLE. 

Division Commander Kirchgassner extended his thanks to the mem- 
bers of Camp 3, of Somerville, who participated in the exemplification of 
the Ritual at the Quincy House on the previous evening. A motion was 
made by Commander Braley (35), that Camp 3 receive the thanks of the 
entire Encampment. The motion was adopted and they were unanimously 
thanked by those present. 


RECEPTION WITH S. OF V. AUXILIARY. 

Assistant Division Organizer C. H. Vischer called attention to the Re- 
ception given by the Auxiliary at the Hotel Bellevue on the previous even- 
ing, to the Division Officers of the ‘‘Sons” and the Auxiliary and offered 
a motion that one-half of the expense of the affair be taken over by our 
Order. This was agreed to unanimously. 


DIVISION COMMANDER LEACH OF MAINE. 

Division Commander Leach of the Maine Division was again intro- 
duced. He called attention to the fact that the final resting place of Past 
Commander-in-Chief Merrill, formerly a member of the Maine Division, 
was unmarked, but that the matter had been taken up by the Maine Di- 
yision and a suitable monument will be erected over his remains. The 
Mount Hope Cemetery, in Dorchester, is the site of his grave and as it is 
conveniently situated, all members of the M: achusetts Di 
vited to be present on June 15, 1913, and participate in the dedication. 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF GRANT. 
Commander-in-Chief Ralph M. Grant, again addressed the Encamp- 
ment, assuring the members present, that the Massachusetts Division stood 


first in his estimate, of all the Divisions as they had been the first to en- | 


dorse his candidacy, had extended to him his first official invitation, pre- 
sented him with the first new Camp during his administration, and had 
given him the first opportunity to visit a Division Encampment as a Com- 
mander-in-Chief. He pledged his personal service to the Massachusetts 
Division. A tribute was paid to the Camps of the Order, the unit from 
which its strength is derived and by which it is measured. There are 
among our principles and objects some of the grandest purposes that 
could be conceived. The Division Commander was congratulated upon 
the organization back of him. 

During the portion of his term already expired, he had appointed from 
Massachusetts the following 16 Special Aides, for service in securing 5 or 
more new members for the Order; 


Wm. R. Baker,..... .. Westfield, .. . 44 
Harvey Cowan,... Amesbury, . . 33 
Chas. H. Flanders - Reading, .. 23 
David W. Hanson, . . Saugus, .. . be! ii! 
Dr. E. W. Homan,. Wakefield, . . . w «34 
James Inglis,.. . Amesbury, . . Sass 
Charles)Stevens).........5...... Haverhill, .... emo) 
H. D. MeQuillen,. -Haverhill,.:.... Gi i) 
Nahum D. Hemenway . .So. Framingham, «| AO So) 
Edward P. Hunt,.. . Ashburnham, . (ae) 
Wm. F. Moore,. Boston, ... te (Oo) 
Hiram McGlauflin,..... . Watertown, . . “ «99 
Herbert L. Wingate,... Roxbury, ay 
Ernest M. Hatch,...... Saugus, .. “ “ 104 
H. W. Francis, . . Taunton, (0) 


Geo. W. Cunuingham,...,........Buzzards Bay, ehh nes «133 
Reference was made to the fact that Pennsylvania was numerically the 
largest Division in the Order, with Massachusetts second, and New York a 
close third: so close, in fact, that he was in doubt as to which would be 
second at the close of the year. Our Order should have in it every promi- 
nent citizen as the Order is founded along such patriotic lines that he should 
be proud of the opportunity to join the Order and show the respect due to 
the veteran father. We must convince such men that they cannot afford 
not to join with us. If he asks what we are doing, it is our duty to dem- 
onstrate to him that we are accomplishing things worthy of our purposes. 


His remarks were greeted with long and loud applause. Secretary 
of State and Past Commander I’. J. Donahue (77), spoke in response. THe 
urged the up-building of the Order. With pride, he referred to his six- 
teen years of membership in the Order, and spoke reminiscently of the past. 
Although a member of many Organizations, he still very much inter- 
ested in the progress of the Sons of Veterans. 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BEERS OF THE G. A. R. 


Commander-in-Chief Beers, of the G. A. R. and three members of his 
Staff, were announced. Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton, Past 
Division Commanders H. D. Sisson and J. T. Wellington and Personal Aide, 
Rey. M. A. Levy, were detailed as escorts. The delegation was greeted 
with martial music and loud cheering upon their entry to the hall. 


Commander-in-Chief Beers addressed the Encampment. “I could 
not possibly leave Boston without coming to this Encampment to meet the 
boys of the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts. We are with you and hope 
to remain for a long time and know that as long as we do remain we will 
have the “Sons” back of us. This help proves very valuable to us. Com- 
mander-in-Chief Grant I have known for many years and can highly com- 
pliment his zeal and his staying qualities. 

I bring to you the greetings of the Grand Army of the Republic, more 
than 200,000 strong, who have been watching and are interested in your 
cause. Blood of our blood, bone of our bone, sinew of our sinew. At any 
time that the Grand Army ean do anything to advance your interests, the 
Grand Army will respond as they responded to the call of Lincoln. The 
Sons of Veterans ought to be the largest patriotic organization in America. 
Think of the hundreds of thousands of sons in the Union. If men will not 
join through patriotism and love of Country, their respect for their veteran 
father should prompt them so to do. We wish to see you grow larger and 
larger, so that about 1955 or thereabouts, when the Grand Army begins 
to weaken, we can turn to you for support.”’ 

Adjutant General Henry J. Seeley, Past Department Commander 
J. Payson Bradley, and Past Commander Thompson, of Post 75, spoke 
very briefly. 

Response was made by Personal Aide Rey. M. A. Levy, who said in 
part; ‘You have honored us today by attending our Encampment and 
our Encampment has now reached its climax. 

We ask or deserve no credit and exist for no purpose other than to act, 
in a position subordinate to that of the Grand Army of the Republic. We 
desire simply that you, the Grand Army, shall catch a glimpse of the ap- 
preciation of your sons and this will surely increase as time goes on.” 


COMMITTEE ON RITUAL AND CEREMONIES. 


On the recommendation of Camp 17 of Brockton, the Committee re- 

ported recommending its adoption. The same was concurred in. 
CAPT. R. B. GROVER, CAMP 17, BROCKTON, MASS. 

“That there be a silent prayer held on opening of the Encampment, for 
all deceased Brothers.” 
H. E. WAITE, F. W. DUNBAR, 

Secretary. Commander. 

With the exception of this Resolution, the Committee reported that it 

had no legislation to suggest or any action of a definite nature. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE S. OF V. AUXILIARY. 


A delegation of representatives of the S. of V. Auxiliary were reported 
in the ante-room and the following escorts were appointed to introduce 
them; Delegate J. D. Brooks (49), Commander L. H. Palmer (79), Past 
Commander I. W. Floyd (45), and Past Commander A. J. Whitney (25). 
The Delegation consisted of Past National President Mrs. Flora Staples- 
Whitney, Division President M. . W. Carney, I and I. Officer Mrs. M. E. 
Waters, and President Mrs. C. A. Young. 

The Chairman of the Delegation, Mrs. Whitney, extended the greetings 
of the National President, Mi: rances Fox. She made acknowledgement 
of the many favors, both personally. and for the Organization, that it had 
been her pleasure to receive in her offi positions in the Auxiliary. In 
concluding, she made a gift to the Division of $100.00 on behalf of the 
Massachusetts Division of the Auxiliary, and for this she was given three 
cheers. 

Division President Miss Carney, was grected with an ovation when 
introduced to the Encampment. She mentioned the fact that her En- 
campment had detailed her personally to extend the greetings of the 
Auxiliary and in presenting a large bouquet of carnations to the Division 
Commander, explained that this beautiful bouquet represented the kindly 
feelings of the Auxiliary toward the “Sons.” This day being the birthday 
of the Division Commander, he could share the flowers, but they did not 
represent one flower for each year of his life, as they were far too numerous. 

The Division Commander made a brief response and then detailed 
Delegate Brooks (49), to make a proper respons In part he said; “There 
are times when words are poor simple things. When a little boy asked his 
father how he proposed, he replied that he had forgotten the words as they 
did not matter materially. So now, words do not matter materially, as the 
sentiments which we feel cannot be properly expressed by words. We 
cannot get along without an Auxilia God bless the Auxiliary, and may 
we be long blest with such member: 


GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 


Delegate Rev. E. B. Dolan (60), Commander G. Richardson (46), and 
Commander ©. H. Brown (56), were appointed as escorts to introduce a 
delegation of Daughters of Veterans consisting of Past Department Presi- 
dent, Miss FE. T. Kirchgassner, and Sisters Barry and Pfaff. Miss Kirch- 
gassner “Appreciated the cordial welcome and applause. I am bringing 
with me the earnest and hearty greetings of the Daughters who are even 
now in session in the hall above, in this same building. We have the same 
heritage as you and are doing the same work. ‘There is work for us all. 
The Daughters will help the Sons whenever they get the chance to do so.” 

Delegate Rev. E. B. Dolan (60), responded. “The closeness of our 
aims is shown and exemplified when the sister of the Division Commander 
is chosen to bring the greetings to him and his Encampment. You in your 
Order, we in ours, will carry on the work.” 
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REPORT OF GREETINGS COMMITTEE. 


Past Commander I, J. Donahue (77) reported having visited the 
G. A. R. Encampment, and conveyed to them the greetings of our En- 
campment, and stated that the Grand Army return the same sentiments. 
Department Commander Hosley wishes to return his congratulations on 
the work accomplished and the advance made during the administration 
now closing. 

COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 

Chairman G. M. Tucker of the Committee, rendered a report for the 
Committee at this time. 

Your Committee on Officers’ Reports would state that we have care- 
fully examined the reports of the various officers and we compliment in the 
highest terms the administration just ending. 

The completeness of the several reports plainly shows that a great deal 
of time and attention has been given to all matters that might be of benefit 
i on Commander Kirehgassner has been a willing 
worker and his enthusiasm has spread among his co-workers. We would 
say “Amen” to all that has been said of the Headquarters Staff in the Com- 
mander’s report. The Division Council has given careful attention to the 
finances and their labors for the success of the Military Ball are worthy 
of praise. The Conference Committee of the S. of V. and D. of V., in 
conducting a Moon-light Excursion which netted $100.00 for the Army 
Nurses’ Memorial, won the commendation of the members of both Organ- 
izations. 

The following is our action on the recommendations submitted to us; 


DIVISION COMMANDER’S RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Recommendation No. 1. “That this Encampment empower the in- 
sion Council to act on the proposition of compensation for the 
urer and to increase the compensation of the other officers. 
‘The report of the Committee was “ought to pass’’ and was so ordered. 

Recommendation No. 2, “That the Resolutions Committee be di- 
rected to draft resolutions to be adopted by this Encampment and sent to 
Department Commander Hosley, expressing our sincere thanks and ap- 
preciation for his services to our Division.’ The report was “ought to 
pass” and it was ordered. 

Recommendation No. 3. “That said resolutions (to’ Department 
Commander Hosley), when adopted, be properly engrossed for presenta- 
tion.” The report of the Committee was “ought to pass’’ and it was 50 
ordered. 

Recommendation No. 4. “That this Encampment, through the 
Resolutions Committee, endorse this most worthy object, (8. of V. Auxil- 
iary Dormitory at the Soldiers’ Home), and that the incoming Division 
Commander be empowered to co-operate with the Auxiliary in this under- 
taking, should they desire it.’’ The report of the Committee was with the 
inference that our moral support is desired, we report, “ought to pass.” 
The report of the Committee was adopted. 
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Recommendation No. 5. ‘That this Encampment take some action 
to pledge our financial ance to this splendid cause (the Army Nurses’ 
Memorial).’”” The Committee reported “ought to pass, and recommend 
that the incoming Division Commander be instructed to use his best efforts 
to carry out the same,” and this report was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 6. “That the incoming Division Commander 
and Division Council consider the proposition of placing a paid organizer 
in the field, or else appropriating a sum of money to be spent on organiza- 
tion work.’ The Committee reported that “no action is necessary as the 
Division Council already has power to act,’’ and the report was adopted. 

Recommendation No.7 ‘That a resolution to this effect (against 
sports on the morning of Memorial Day) be drafted by our Committee for 
adoption, and that the Legislative Committee prepare and present such a 
bill to the next General Court.’’ The Committee reported “inexpedient 
to legislate inasmuch as the initiative in this movement belongs, by right, 
to the Grand Army.’ Division Chaplain Abar, thought that it was not: 
out of place for this Encampment to go on record in favor of such legisla- 
tion as we are and should be defenders of the rights of the G. A. R. 

Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton, moved that the matter be 
referred to the incoming Conference Committee with the G. A. R., and it 
was so ordered. 

Recommendation No.8 ‘That the sum of two hundred dollars be 
set aside as a Permanent Fund and that said amount be increased to five 
hundred dollars before the next Encampment.” The Committee reported 
“ought to pass” concerning the contribution of two hundred dollars to the 
permanent Fund, but that further appropriations be left to the discretion 
of the Division Council.” The report of the Committee was adopted. 

Recommendation No.9 “That the proceeds of the Military Ball and 
a sufficient sum to total two hundred and fifty dollars, be added to the 
Fund (G. A. R. Fund.)” The Committee reported “ought to pass,” and it 
was so ordered. 

Recommendation No. 10 “That we continue our system of Inspec- 
tions during the month of March, and that the incoming Division Com- 
mander be authorized to make such changes in the blank as may be deemed 
necessary.” ‘The Committee reported ‘ought to pass,’’ and it was so 
ordered. 

Recommendation No. 11. “That this Encampment authorize an 
annual Banquet on the first evening of cach Encampment, and the Di- 
vision Commander appoint a Committee to arrange for the same.” The 
Committee reported “ought to pass.’ Commander I. A. Smith (36), 
objected because the Banquets of the past were not satisfactory to the 
rank and file. Past Commander P. B. Graves (5), amended the motion to 
adopt the report of the Committee,, by asking that the sense of the En- 
campment be given as favorable to a Banquet at one dollar per plate. 
The Division Commander turned the gavel over to the Senior Vice Division 
Commander and spoke on the question. He suggested that the whole 
matter be left with a committee as suggested in the recommendation as he 
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thought that they might properly be trusted to care for the best interests 
of the Division. Past Division Commander Tucker spoke strongly in 
favor of a first-class Banquet. Division Chaplain E. J. Abar spoke in 
favor of a Banquet but thought that a first-class menu could be provided 
without great expense. He referred to a banquet held in this hall some 
eight years ago, where a first-class menu, with orchestra, was provided for 
75 cents per plate. Past Commander 8. L. Cook (46), thought that the 
matter could be properly left to a Committee. We must conduct a ban- 
quet that will be a credit to the guests as well as to the members. Delegate 
Clayton (68), offered the suggestion that each Camp supply their delegates 
with banquet tickets so that no oné need be kept from the enjoyment of the 
banquet. 

Past Commander J. J. Harvey (82) Amended the amendment by sug- 
gesting that the matter be referred to the Division Commander, Division 
Council, arid three members of the Division from different sections of the 
State to have charge of the annual banquet. On this second amendment, a 
rising vote was taken which revealed 121 for the amendment, and 27 
against. 

On the first amendment the vote was ordered by rising. 15 voted for 
the amendment and the balance of the Encampment against it. 

On the motion, with the provision to refer it to a Committee, the vote 
was favorable and it was so ordered. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DIVISION COUNCIL. 

Recommendation 1 “That the incoming Division Council be auth- 
orized to procure a suitable case for the Division Colors.” The Committee 
reported that “this ought to be referred to the incoming Division Council,” 
and it was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 2, “That the incoming Division Council be 
instructed to arrange a private office for the Division Commander in Head- 
quarters.” The Committee reported “ought not to pass,” and their report 
was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 3. “That the incoming Division Council and 
their successors in office be authorized to conduct an annual Military Ball 
each year, until deemed inexpedient.’” The Committee offered a substitute 
recommendation “that a Military Ball be given under Division auspices 
when deemed expedient by the Division Council.” The report of the Com- 
mittee was adopted by the Encampment. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DIVISION SECRETARY. 


Recommendation No. 1. “That the necessary repairs (to the Flag) be 
made under the direction of the incoming Division Commander.” The 
Committee reported ‘“‘ought to pass’’ and it was so ordered. 

Recommendation No. 2. ‘That these pictures (of Past Commanders- 
in-Chief Maccabe and Darling) be loaned to the Camps of which these 
officers are members (if they desire them), or the matter of their disposal be 
taken up by the incoming Division Council.” The Committee reported 
“ought to pass’ and it was so ordered. 
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Recommendation No. 3. ‘That the incoming Division Commander 
be authorized to add to the office equipment, a floor rug, desk chairs and 
an up-to-date type-writer and desk.” The Committee reported “reference 
to the next Division Council” and it was so ordered. 


Recommendation No. 4. “That information be issued to each Camp, 
along these lines (new form of schedule bonds) and that the Headquarters 
accept such applications as may be offered for such bonds.” The Com- 
mittee reported “ought to pass” and it was so ordered. 


RECOMMENDATION OF DIVISION PRESS CORRESPONDENT. 


The Division Press Correspondent offered the following recommenda- 
tion;—“That a sheet of ‘Instructions to Camp Press Correspondents’ be 
prepared and sent to the Correspondents as they are appointed each year.” 
The Committee reported “ought to pass” on this recommendation and it 
was so ordered. 


RECOMMENDATION OF L. OF G. A. R. CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 


The Conference Committee with the Ladies of the G. A. R., offered the 
following as their reeommendation;—“That a similar Committee be ap- 
pointed the coming year and that the Brothers take a more active interest 
in our Sister Organization.” The Committee reported “ought to pass” and 
it was so ordered. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE WITH D. OF V. 


The Conference Committee with the D. of V. offered the following 
recommendations: 

; Recommendation No.1. “That the Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Division do all in their power to aid and assist the Daughters of Veterans 
in raising funds for the Army Nurses’ Memorial.” The Committee re- 
ported “ought to pass,” and it was so ordered. 

Recommendation No. 2, “That the incoming Division Commander 
re-appoint two of the present members of the Committee for 1913, as their 
experience and knowledge of the work may be of service to the new Com- 
mittee.” The Committee reported “that the matter ought to be referred 
to the Division Commander” and it was so ordered. 


MEETING PLACE OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


Past Commander J. J. Harvey (82), offered a motion that hereafter the 
Credential Committee meet in the corridor outside of the hall. The motion 
was adopted. 

At 12.30, adjournment was taken to 1.30. 


66 


. wf 


| 
| 


THIRD SESSION ; 
Wednesday Afternoon, April 9, 1913 


The sessions were called to order at 1.30 p.m. 
TESTIMONIAL TO DEPARTMENT COMMANDER HOSLEY. 


On recommendations No. 2 and No. 3 of the Division Commander the 
Resolutions Committee reported as follows; . 

“The Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in Encamp- 
ment assembled, in recognition of the distinguished service and fullest co- 
operation toward this Organization of Department Commander George A. 
Hosley, of the Massachusetts Department, Grand Army of the Republic: 
desires hereby to express its sincere appreciation and gratification at these 
happy relations which have greatly promoted the harmony and co-ordina- 
tion of these two Organizations, and to have him know that this Organiza- 
tion will always treasure the memory of his marked friendship and kindness 
during his term. May his great service in the cause of Patriotism be pro- 
longed for many happy years.” 

“Be it resolved that an engrossed copy of the same be presented to 
Department Commander Hosley.” 

On this report the Encampment voted favorably and ordered the same 
to be carried into effect. 


S. OF V. AUXILIARY DORMITORY AT SOLDIERS’ HOME. 


In line with recommendation No. 4 of the Division Commander, the 
Resolutions Committee presented the following, which was adopted by the 
Encampment; 

“Whereas, the Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary are engaged in furnishing 
a Dormitory in the Soldiers’ Home, at Chelsea, Massachusetts, and 

Whereas, this purpose is consistent with the objects of this active 
Society and these endeavors are practical exemplifications of the great 
principles of Charity and Loyalty, 

Be it resolved, by the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U- 
8. A., in Encampment assembli that» this body, recognizing the affec- 
tionate co-operation of our Auxiliary, cordially endorses its efforts in this 
direction and urges the Camps and Brothers of this Division to co-operate 
in these efforts, both as a tribute to the Veterans of the Civil War, and our 
Sisters of the Auxiliary.” 


MEMORIAL DAY LEGISLATION. 


On recommendation No. 7 of the Division Commander, asking that @ 
Resolution be drafted favoring the presentation of a Bill to the Legislature 
forbidding sports on the morning of Memorial Day, the Committee re- 
ported “‘that the same ought to be referred to the Legislative or other 
Committee when appointed” and the report was adopted. 
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SUCCESSORS OF THE G A. R. 


Headquarters, John A. Cummings, Camp 3, Somerville, Mass. 

“Whereas, the relentless hand of time is fast reducing the number and 
thinning the ranks of those noble heroes of the Civil War, and 

Whereas, no definite provision has been made for the continuance of 
the work which has been so loyally carried on by the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and believing that we, their sons, by right of inheritance should 
be their successors, it is 

Resolved, that the Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., 
in convention assembled, petition the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A., to take such action at its next Encampment as will 
result in the passage of legislation by the National Encampment of the 
Grand Army of the Republic definitely defining the Sons of Veterans, as an 
Organization, as the natural successors to the work of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, and be it further 

Resolved, that the Delegates and Alternates from this Division to the 
National Encampment of the Sons and Veterans, be instructed to use every 
honorable effort for the adoption of such action.” 

Endorsed by unanimous vote of Major John A. Cummings, Camp 3, on 
March 14, 1913. 

Lawrence G. Mitchell, Commander, L. 8. Howard, Secretary, 

Arthur C. Lee, S. V. C. Chas. A. Rice, J. V. C. 

F. R. Roulstone, G. H. Fitzpatrick, 

Wm. H. White, W. S. Smith, 

W. H. Jackson, F. E. Lincoln, 

J. H. Hagerty, P. C. E. C. Barker, P. C. 

On this Resolution, the Committee reported as follows; 

“While we are satisfied that this Resolution is offered for the sincere 
purpose of so enlarging the work of this Organization that the work of the 
Grand Army of the Republic in sustaining patriotism, may not fail, we are 
nevertheless of the opinion that the Grand Army will continue to be a great 
power and influence for many years, and that this Organization having 
gained the confidence and respect of the parent Organization, does not 
desire to give the “fathers” the slightest impression that this Organization 
can ever hope to become the successors of that noble band of heroes who 
gave their all for their Country. 

And therefore, feeling that the proposed action would be unwise and 
liable to be misunderstood, we recommend that the Resolution “ought not 
to pass.” 

The Encampment adopted the report of the Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS ASKING RESTORATION OF PAST RANK. 


Several Resolutions asking that the lost rank of Past Camp Commander 
be restored, were presented and on all of these Resolutions the Committee 
reported “that the same be referred to a Committee of three, to be ap- 
pointed by the incoming Division Commander, and two of which com- 
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mittee shall be members of the Bar, and that said committee shall report 
on these petitions after making due inquiry and recommend to the National 
Encampment such as may be found worthy.” The report of the Com- 
mittee was adopted. 


RESTORATION OF RANK TO ARTHUR J. KELLEY, CAMP 8. 


At a regular meeting of Camp 8, of Salem, held on April 7, 1913, it was 
the unanimous vote of the Camp that it be requested of the Convention 
that the Past Honors be restored to Brother Arthur J. Kelley. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE E. MORSE, 
Commander. 


RESTORATION OF RANK TO A. L. WHITON AND C. E. DAMON, 
CAMP 12. 


At a meeting of Camp 12, held January 23, 1913, the following resolu- 
tion was passed;—Resolved, that it is the request of this Camp that at the 
next’annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division, Past Commanders 
Arthur L. Whiton and Charles E. Damon of Chas. S. Meade Camp 72, S. of 
Y. (disbanded), who are at the present time Charter members of Camp 12, 
and in good standing, be restored to their previous rank of Past Com- 
mander, and that this petition be presented to the Division Encampment 
by the delegates properly elected thereto. 

J. IRVING BOTTING, Commander, 
Cc. 8S. HENDERSON, Secretary. 


RESTORATION OF RANK TO A. H. TAYLOR, CAMP 78. 


At a regular meeting of Admiral Farragut Camp 78, of Lowell, held on 
April 4th, 1913, the following vote was unanimously passed; 

Voted; That the delegates from Camp 78 present to the Committee 
on Resolutions, of the said Encampment, this action. 


That the restoration of honors be conferred on Brother Auburn H.. 


Taylor, he having served in all minor Camp offices and a full term as Camp 
Commander. 
A true abstract of vote, 


LUCIUS A. DERBY, ‘Commander, 
ALBERT C. BLAISDELL, Secretary. 

Statement attached; 

Auburn H. Taylor. Mustered May 10, 1892. Transfer card issued 
November 16, 1906. Removed toa farm in Vermont. No Camp near his 
home. Did not p nt card on that account. Returned to Lowell and 
joined Camp 78 on April 21, 1911 and has worked zealously for the good of 
the Order. 

Was a Past Commander of Camp 78 when card was issued. 
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RESTORATION OF RANK TO OSCAR L.- GURNEY, CAMP 116. 


Brother Oscar L. Gurney of this Camp wishes the restoration of rank 
as Past Commander. For reasons best known to himself, he took an Hon- 
orable Discharge from this Camp, having a record of faithful service and an 
honest effort for the advancement of the Camp. Brother Gurney was in- 
strumental in forming the Camp and was its first Commander, performing 
his duty faithfully and well. Some three years ago he rejoined the Camp 
and now by request of the Camp, he makes this petition and we trust and 
believe that you will use your best effort to have it granted. Any questions 
concerning this case will be gladly answered by any delegate from this 
Camp who may be present at the Division Encampment. 


Respectfully yours, 
EDW. A. PENDLETON, Secretary, Camp 116. 


RESTORATION OF RANK TO J. P. H. KIMBALL, CAMP 129, 


At the request of John P. H. Kimball, the Camp has voted to ask the 
restoration of his lost rank as Past Commander. It was lost through a 
misunderstanding on both sides, he being in arrears for dues and not able 
to pay at that time, and as we did not know the facts, we dropped him after 
sufficient notice. 

After being out of the Order for about six months, he re-joined. 
Owing to the fact that he has been a member since the Order started and 
has always been a good worker (and is now), we feel that his rank ought to 
be restored. 

He was admitted to this Camp on March 1, 1891, by transfer from 
Camp 21, of Lawrence. He joined the Order October 22, 1882. Was sus- 
pended for non-payment of dues on December 20, 1909. Was sick and 
unable to pay, but the Camp not knowing this, suspended him. Notice of 
his suspension was sent him but the letter was miscarried and he did not 
know of his suspension or having been dropped until visiting in Haverhill 
in January 1911. He immediately re-joined the Camp on January 25, 
1911. He had been living in Conneticut until this time. He was dropped 
on July 27, 1910 and was notified but failed to receive the letter. 

i do not know how much he owed, and he was taken in as a new mem- 
ber paying the regular fee of $3.00. He has served in all offices and would 
like his rank restored so that he may attend the Encampments. 


ULRIC MARCOUX, Secretary. 


SONS OF VETERANS’ BURIAL LOT. 
On the following Resolution, the Committee reported “ought to pass.” 


Headquarters, Past Commanders’ Association. 
Whereas, the 


Past Commanders’ Association of the Massachusetts 
Division, Sons of Veterans, U. 8. A., voted to bring the matter of the pur- 
chase by the Division of a Sons of Veterans’ Burial Lot before the 31st 
Division Encampment, 
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Be it resolved; That the incoming Division Commander be instructed 
to take the matter of purchasing such Burial lot under advisement, investi- 
gate fully and report his conclusions to the 32d Division Encampment. 

JAS. H. HAGERTY, Committee. 


FINAL REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Chairman J. T. Wellington of the Division Council reported that the 
books of the Secretary and Treasurer had been examined to date, and had 
been found correct, with a cash balance on hand of $1,322.64. This report 
was accepted by the Encampment. 


APPROPRIATION TO G. A. R. FUND. 


Division Treasurer Tisdale moved that the gift of $40.74 received from 
the Sons of Veterans Aides of the Woman’s Relief Corps, be placed in the 
G. A. R. Fund. This was adopted. 


APPROPRIATION TO PERMANENT FUND. 


Division Treasurer Tisdale moved that the sum of $100.00 received 
as a gift from the Auxiliary at the previous session, be placed in the Per- 
manent Fund of the Division, and it was so voted. 


MRS. FOWLE INTRODUCED. 


During a lull in the proceedings, Mrs. Fowle, an Army Nurse, was 
escorted to the hall and introduced amid cheers. She spoke interestingly 
of events and experiences connected with her service at the front and con- 
cluded by singing several verses of the “Star Spangled Banner.” A brief 
response was made by Personal Aide Rev. M. A. Levy. 


T. P. PRENTICE INTRODUCED. 


Theodore P. Prentice was introduced to the Encampment and cheered. 
He is a Past Commander of the G. A. R. Post in Cambridge, a Past Com- 
mander of the Cambridge Camp, as well as an Army Nurse: the only male 
member of that Organization. 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE ARMY NURSES’ MEMORIAL. 


The subject of the Army Nurses’ Memorial was brought to the notice 
of the Encampment by the remarks of Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. 
Bolton, who gave details as to the progress being made by the Daughters 
and others. His remarks were seconded by Division Chaplain E. J. Abar, 
Commander W. H. Lyon (92), Delegate Rev. A. A. Bronsdon (10), Dele- 
gate Rev. E. B. Dolan (60), Personal Aide Rev. M. A. Levy, and Past Di- 
yision Commander W. A. Stevens. 
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In line with this sentiment printed subscription envelopes were dis- 
tributed among the members of the Encampment, and these were later 
collected and totaled by the Division Treasurer. The total amount of the 
subscription proved to be $187.00. 


SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR ARMY NURSES’ MEMORIAL, 


Past Division Commander L. C. Couch moved that an assessment of 5 
cents per quarter be added to the per capita tax for this purpose. Past 
Commander-in-Chief I. E. Bolton spoke in opposition to such a special 
tax or assessment. Delegate G. C Fessenden (82), thought it unwise to 
make any such special assessment, and Delegate B. E. Clayton (68), spoke 
against a special assessment of this sort. Commander E. B. Harold (94), 
moved that the matter-be laid upon the table, and this was agreed upon. 


GREETINGS FROM THE ARMY NURSES. 


A delegation of three members from the Army Nurses’ Association, 
consisting of Mrs. Hazen, Mrs. Hamilton, and Mrs. Mills, were escorted to 
the Encampment by Past Division Commander Stevens, Past Division 
Commander Tucker, and Delegate E. R. Hazen. Each of the ladies spoke 
briefly, and Past Commander-in-Chief J. B. Maccabe responded, saying in 
conclusion that ‘we will always consider the Army Nurses as’a priceless 
jewel in a crown of loyalty.” 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


At 3.40 p.m. it was declared in order to proceed with the nomination 
and election of officers. Nominations were limited to five minutes each, 
and seconds were limited to three minutes each. The tellers were Com- 
mander G. G. Ring (29), Past Commander G. A. Coolidge (5), Past Com- 
mander E. A. Bowker (100), Past Commander T. J. Hannon (46), and 
Delegate W. F. Dunn (4). 


DIVISION COMMANDER. 


The name of Past Commander Hiram McGlauflin (29), was placed in 
nomination by Past Division Commander J. H. Wentworth. This nomi- 
nation was seconded by Delegate B. E. Clayton (68), and also by Personal 
Aide Rev. M. A. Levy and Commander G. G. Ring (29). 

The name of Division Counselor H. H. Hale was placed in nomination 
by Past Commander G. E. Hunt (67), and was seconded by Delegate Rey. 
E. B. Dolan (60), and Division Chaplain Rey. E. J. Abar. 

The result of the roll-call was found to be as follows; 


Number of votes cast - 427 
Number necessary for a choice .. 214 
Hiram McGlaufiin received. . «+ 49 
H. Harding Hale received. . - 278 
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Past Commander Hiram McGlauflin (29), moved that the election of 
H. H. Hale be declared unanimous and it was so ordered by unanimous 
consent. At the request of Past Division Commander J. H. Wentworth, 
three cheers were given for Commander-elect Hale, who responded, thank- 
ing the members of the Encampment for his election. 


SENIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


The name of Past Commander E. S. Emery (57), was placed in nomi- 
nation for the position of Senior Vice Division Commander by Past Di- 
vision Commander G. M. Tucker. Division Organizer C. H. E. Moran, 
seconded the nomination and as there were no other nominations offered, 
the unanimous vote of the Encampment was ordered cast for E. S. Emery, 
and he was declared elected. 


JUNIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


The name of L. H. Lawrence (21), was placed in nomination by Dele- 
gate C. Robinson (21), and this nomination was seconded by Delegate F. 
Winn (21). 

The name of Commander I’. L. Buffum (100), was placed in nomina- 
tion by Past Commander E. A. Bowker (100), and seconded by Past Di- 
vision Commander Penny. 

The name of Assistant Division Organizer ©. H. Fischer was placed in 
nomination by Delegate W. F. Dunn (4), and this was seconded by Past 
Division Commander Stevens and Past Division Commander Warren. 

The roll call proceeded until 90 Camps had cast their vote, when 
nominees Lawrence (21), and Buffum (100), withdrew in favor of C. H. 
Fischer (4), and moved his unanimous election. ‘This was so declared. 


DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Commander E. W. Homan (34), was nominated by Past Division 
Commander Penney for the Division Council. This was seconded by Past 
Commander A. E. Parks (34), and Past Commander 8. L. Pickering (78)- 

The name of Division Commander F’. L. Kirchgassner was presented 
by Delegate E. R. Hazen (56), but the nominee withdrew from the contest. 

The name of Past Commander M. B. Boody (80), was placed in nomi- 
nation by Past Division Commander Warren and seconded by Delegate 
C. T. Harding (30). 

The name of Past Commander H. J. Perry (1), was placed in nomina- 
tion by Past Division Commander G. M. Tucker and seconded by Past 
Commander 8. L. Cook (46). 

There being only three nominees for the three positions, the unanimous 
ballot of the Encampment was ordered cast for the three names. This was 
done and EB. W. Homan, M. B. Boody, and H. J. Perry were declared 
unanimously elected. 
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DELEGATES TO THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT. 


The name of Assistant Division Secretary E. A. Holmes was placed in 
nomination by Past Division Commander I’. L. Bradford for Delegate at 
large. On motion of Past Commander 8S. L. Cook (46), the unanimous 
vote of the Encampment was cast for the only nominee and E. A, Holmes 
was declared elected. 

For the other twelve positions, the following nominees received the 
votes set against their names:; 


Name Camp Votes. 
H. A. Mayo 51... eb oly 
W. L. Anderson Oa etos sie) settee sees -. 136 
8. L. Pickering [GSweercheystenerelehtenslaTavesoreics .. 133 
J. H. Hagerty 3 -128 
L. W. Floyd TA remperaisteyaynyateraic esi 124 
W. A. Dunn 62. 113 
E. C. Webster 89 109 
A. G. Pattison 85... 102 
F. T. Thompson 17. . 102 
G. W. Doane 121. -100 
A. B. Low 80. - 99 
I. T. Stevens 11 > 
the following failed of election; 
T. H. Burton Bee ti) 
E. P. Hunt son, Mi} 
J. J. Shine + 93 
Stone > ttl 
. M. Gardner - 66 
C. I. Strattard - 63 
J. F. MceMakin -. 56 
H. 8S. Potter Bon US) 
W. M. Shaw . 39 


G. A. R. FUND COMMISSION. 


To fill the vacancy caused by the expiration of the term of Past Com- 
mander-in-Chief C. K. Darling, as a member of the G. A. R. Fund Com- 
mission, his name was again placed in nomination by Past Commander 
$. L. Cook (46), and he was unanimously re-elected. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


To fill the vacancy caused by the expiration of the term of Past Di- 
vision Commander O. L. Stone, the name of Past Division Commander G. 
M. Tucker was placed in nomination by Past Commander-in-Chief I. 1. 
Bolton, and as there were no other nominations for the position, he was 
declared unanimously elected. 
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Past Division Commander I’. J. Bradford, who still had three years to 
serve, presented his resignation from the Commission, as he was located in 
Manchester, N. H., and could not properly attend to the duties. In re- 
signing, he suggested the name of the retiring Division Commander to re- 
place him, and as no other nominations were made, this was so ordered. 


PRESENTATION OF PURSE TO DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton took the floor and in an ap- 
propriate manner expressed the thanks of the Division for the service 
rendered the Division during the administration and complimented Di- 
yision Commander Kirehgassner upon his good work. As a substantial 
expression of the good wishes of the members of the Division, a purse con- 
taining $147.00 was presented to him, representing the voluntary con- 
tributions of the various Camps and members. 

Division Commander Kirchgassner responded briefly, expressing his 
thanks for the token of appreciation and hoped that he had proven worthy. 


PRESENTATION OF SILVER CROSS. 


Past Division Commander F. J. Bradford, the first Commander of the 
Massachusetts Division, with fitting words, presented the retiring Division 
Commander with the Silver Cross of the Order, as he retired to the ranks of 
the “has beens.” 


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 


The Commander-elect, and the Senior and Junior Vice Commanders- 
elect and the three elected members of the Division Council, were properly 
installed by Past Commander-in-Chief F. E. Bolton. 


PRESENTATION OF TRAVELLING BAG. 


As a member of the Staff of Division Commander Kirehgassner, the 
Commander presented Past Division Commander Kirchgassner with & 
beautiful walrus leather travelling bag, fitted with a complement of toilet 
articles, with the best wishes of the members of the Staff. 

This was accepted in a few well-chosen words and in accepting the 
same he thanked the Brothers of the entire Division for their service dur- 
ing his term and pledged his further support to the Division and Order. 


ENCAMPMENT GUARDS THANKED. 


Past Division Commander I’. L. Kirchgassner moved that the Brothers 
who had done such good service as guards at the entrances to the Bneamp- 
ment Hall be thanked, and this was done by unanimous consent. 
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APPROVAL OF THE RECORDS. 


Division Treasurer moved that the records of the Encampments as 
taken by the Division Secretary, be approved. This was so ordered. 


CLOSING EXERCISES. 
The Colors were presented and saluted, after which the Encampment 
was declared closed in due form, at 6.15 p.m 
Respectfully submitted, 
HENRY F. WEILER, 
Division Secretary. 


Approved; 
FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER, 
Division Commander. 
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REPORT OF CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 


Encampment Attendance 


DIVISION OFFICERS. 


Camp 

F. L. Kirchgassner, 56 

hic sesame Ei. W. Eaton 109 

H. 8. Potter 44 

J. T. Wellington 47 

E. C. Barker 3 

J. B. Farrell 74 

Rev. E. J. Abar 101 

H. F. Weiler 79 

. .W. T. Tisdale 89 

sion Counselor H. H. Hale 5 
Chief Aide....... 5 J. Lounsbury 56 
Division Organizer....... 3 C. H. E. Moran © 60 
Assistant Division Organizer............... C. H. Fischer 4 
Division Press Correspondent . O. J. Sebolt 45 
Assistant Division Secretary E. A. Holmes 46 
Personal Aide Rev. M. A. Levy 31 


PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 


Hon. J. B. Maceabe 
Gen, C. K. Darling. 
F. E. Bolton 


F. J. Bradford said: 
Col. C. F. Sargent 3 21 
WWiaPA I StEVENS0)2)2.ojur-el2 + wleleis sinus ainsi » 45 
D. F. Goulding....... J . 14 
Isley LAD SEONG a5 oases pa soak Co sscc doa iu jocus -108 
BP OR OOUICH ase Sisfeveh is ehalnvn s cath lS 4 See face hte ete Ne +++ 26 
W. Penney... a il 
J. H. Wentworth. . 31 
W. O. Cutler. . . 49 
F. E. Warren . . 67 
G. M. Tucker . 54 


CAMP COMMANDERS. 
Camp 
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A. C, Dickinson 
L. Gurney 

I. A. Brown 
E. E. Leavitt 
F. Scott 

L. A. Derby 

L. H. Palmer 
Z. I. French 
W. I’. Simpson 
J. J. Hyland 

Ee. C. Webster 
W. R. Crowther 
W. H. Lyon 

E. A. Dodge 

E. B. Harold 
H. G. Ford 

C. G. Kelley 

F. I. Buffum 
E. J. Sawin 

D. T. Knox 

H. M. Howard 
N. H. Brown 
BE. A. Howard 
G. W. Marsh 
E. G. Lawrence 
J. H. Mahoney 
C.C. 
R 


Wright 
Bates 
H. C. Swett 


PAST CAMP COMMANDERS. 


Camp 
1 G.M. Colby 
2 J.M. Warner 
3 L. G. Mitchell 
4 FW. Paty 
5 G.A. Fuller 
6 A. W. Merrill 
7 A.W. Arrington 
9 T.B. Green 
13 FP. L. Smith 
18 C. A. Anderson 
21 A. Galeucia 
23 N. R. Weston 
25 G. W. Cutting 
26 H.W. Francis 
28 D. A. Robinson 
29 G.G. Ring 
30 H. E. Reed 
31 A. E. Dubois 
34 KE. W. Homan 
35 A. A. Braley 
36 E. A. Smith 
38 R. M. Pool 
42 KE. W. Brown 
43 C. Marble 
45 H.H. Bacon 
46 G. Richardson 
47 F. V. Bell 
50 E. W. Howland 
56 C. H. Brown 
57 BE. H. Thorpe 
Camp 
1 G.L. Bray 
B. E. Thompson 
H. J. Perry 
J. A. Metealf 
2 A.B. White 
C. E. Kinney 
3 J. H. Hagerty 
L. 8. Howard 
A. E. Dearborn 
C. A. Higgins 
4 D.G. Brown 
5 G. A. Derby 
P. E. Graves 


W. L. Woleott, 
¥. H. Wood 
EE. A. Wood 
W. E. Holder 
3. L. Taylor 
W. W. C. Wood 
G. A. Coolidge 
C. W. Wallis 
A.S. Hall 

W. E. Choate 
N. E. Giles 

O. C. Ellis 

H. R. Parker 
A. M. Huddell 
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Cump 


9 


11 


12 


13 


15 
20 


21 


22 
23 


25 


28 


29 


30 


31 


J. C. Entwistle 
J. F. DeCastro 
F. H. White 
W. I. Moore 
J. F. Aldrich 
i. M. Gardner 
W. L. Anderson 
C..A. Larry 
G. P. Allen 
H. E. Waugh 
I. T. Stevens 

. L, Phinney 

. M. Keevey 

. C. Jones 

. C. Linseott 
Lowry 
’. Cope'and 
Taylor 
A. Gove 
. Purrington 
C. Shippee 
H. Wilson 
H. Lawrence 
C. Shaw 
W. Parker 
E. Clapp 
R. McAdam 

H. Burton 

A. J. Whitney 
H. H. Bliss 
G. P. Mackie 
W. B. Olcott 
A. R. Lemay 
T. W. Casmay 
E. C. Richardson 
J. H. Kent 
H. McGlauflin 
W. H. Arnold 
J. M. Quinlan 
G. H. Moody 
B. H. Hunt 
J. B. Hatch 
M. B. Boody 
G. F. James 
E. W. Robinson 
L. T. Putnam 
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Camp 


32 


34 


36 


53 


E. A. Caldwell 

I. N. Holbrook 

N. E. Hayden 

BL. W. Rolfe 

A. E. Parks 

A. W. Eldredge 

I. P. Hawes 

J. E. Ewell 

F. W. Sampson 

J. F. Bates 

G. F. Clapp 

FE. M. Brown 

F. A. Knowlton 

M. E. Osgood 

a - D, Canfield 
I. M. Wood 

2 Be sae 


Robinson 
Wright 
. C. Bell 
rE J. Goodman 
W. L. F. Gilman 
T. F. Holman 
W. R. Pratt 
C. H. Hayden 
H. L. Gleason 
H. E. Saben 
D. E. Sheldon 
A. L. Pierce 
C. F. Studley 
H. A. Mayo 
E. H. Nutting 
C. A. Nutting 
C. S. Houghton 
F. C. Ames 
A. A. Upton 
G. W. Wikel 
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54 


56 


66 


67 


80 


81 


F. L. Mason 

C. E. Tucker 

T. P. Prentice 
J. F. McMakin © 
E. A. Sherman 
E. 8. Emery 

A. E. Bent 

J. W. Hess 

W. A. Dunn 

F. H. Brock 

F. H. Sprague 
F. A. Merrill 
W. C. Ward 

E. K. Porter 
W. R. Merchant 
G. E. Hunt 

F. E. Hobart 

P. R. Shaw * 

J. O. Hutchings 
W. O. Howard 
E. C. Thayer 

G. W. Smethurst 
A. W. Houghton 
L. M. Bradlee 
C. Bradlee 

E. M. Fletcher 
G. H. Weston 
W. H. Williams 
F. J. Donahue 
8. A. Pickering 
H. J. Draper 

A. Pickering 


C. L. Carlton 
G. W. Chapman 
G. H. Powell 
A. B. Low 

E. E. Fish 

A. W. Rogers 
L. F. Thomas 
A. 8. Samuels 
N. W. Duggan 
J. R. Dunlop 
J. J. Harvey 
H. E. Saunders 
M. J. Ryan 

A. G. Pattison 
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98 


100 


101 


104 
106 


111 


115 
116 


121 
125 
128 
132 


134 
145 
146 
149 


E. Salisbury 
G. G. Parsons 
A. E. Cooper 
A. G. Wolff 


“AS. Petty 


H. I. Snow 

C. H. Perry 

G. W. Wallis 
A. H. Warren 
H. E. D. Gould 
F. H. Stoddard 
F. M. Chubbuck 
F. E. Howard 
C. A. Bussell 
H. W. Poor 

E. H. Dalton 
E. A. Bowker 
J. W. Beal 

F. E. Miller 

A. E. Hurd 

F. W. Fenno 
c. T. Miller 

A. E. Gates 

J. A. Baker 

HE. R. Miller 

L. I. Mamsur 
E. A. Lovewell 
E. M. Hatch 

G. P. Brown 
W. D. Barber 
W. E. Buxton 
J. S. Billington 
C. C. McNaught 
D. Pratt 

C. H. Hammond 
Doane 

. Hinman 


F. E. Barrows 

L. B. Alberty 

W. H. Crocker 
C. E. Houghton 
S. L. Wheaton 
L. W. Floyd 

W. R. Bell 

A. W. McCormick 
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W. M. Jones 

C. C. Warner 
C. C. Brown 

J. E. Whittier 
W. F. Dunn 

L. D. Badger 
W. W. Blossom 
L. D. Brown 

C. A. Salkins 

N. K. Atkins 
L. A. Coleman 
A. J. Kelley 

A. H. Kelley 
R. J. Francis 
F. E. Crosby 
A. A. Bronsdon 
R. R. Stevenson 
W. A. Leslie 
W. H. Ratigan 
L. W. Edson 
H. L. Munnis 
A. F. Cain 

S. A. Allen 
J.C. Stafford 
J. J. Shine 

J. &. Edgar 

W. E. Gushee 
F. E. Thompson 
H. C. Waite 
W. Waite 

L. H. Devoe 

C. Robinson 

F. Winn 

L. A. Quindley 
B. W. Tasney 
C. N. Abbott: 
A. C. Dike 

i. W. Morse 
L, C. Littlejohn 
J. Simmons 

C. E. Merrill 

J. S. Gilchrist 
P. A. Lemay 
F. A. Perry 

O. Hatch 

C. H. Norwood 
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31 
33 
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35 


C. T. Harding 
W. B. Munsill 
H. R. Cowan 

C. H. Eldredge 
C. E. Whitford 
E. G. Tripp 

A. W. Haskell 
G, Lunt 

H. W. Vogel 

M. R. Goddard 
8. C. Brown 

K. H. Bruce 

W. E. Adams 
E. B. Harlow 
G. P. Beverly 
J. W. Sawin 

W. H. Kempton 
C. A. Short 

W. J. Allen 

H. H. Clark 

E. C. Rogers 

I. W. Ployd 

C. J. Connell 
W. B. Chessman 
T. A. Gates 

C, F. Holman 
A. S. Carter 

E. B. Packard 
KE. L. Warriner 
W. T. Farnham 
J. D. Brooks 
W. L. MeConney 
E. W. Harrington 
F. G. Rhodes 
H. H. Bazin 

J. E. Southerland 
C. H. Richardson 
P. B. Rowe 

W. W. Stone 

E. W. Powell 
E. R. Hazen 

D. L. Morey 

G. H. Tebo 

J. J. County 

F. J. Cox 

E. B. Dolan 
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Webben 
W. Moore 

. C. Eddy 

. H. Mead 

8. Hawkes 
E. Clayton 
G. Crafts 
Whitcomb 
. W. Cunningham 
. E. Homan 
M. Conners 

8. H. Cook 

C. A. Cook 

B. Rogers 

O. D. Steele 
F. E. Farrar 
H.C. Allen 

L. H. Devoe 
H. E. Clay 
W.S. Shaw 
H. W. Barrett 
H. B. Barnard 
G. P. Robbins 
G. W, Allison 
R. B. Hilton 
A. E. Rice 

R. A. Duggan 
G. Kimball 

G. C. Fessenden 
F. Frorand 
H. A. Rusack 
A. G. Wolff 
H. A. Wilson 
E. W. Pierce 
J. W. Haynes 
G. Smith 
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G. T. Taylor 

fm. A. Cluff 

y. Wetherbee 
- Merrill 
Weston 

J. Hardison 

G. D. Fairbanks 
R. L. Ham 
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95 


G. E. Hicks 

C. F. Strattard 
L. A. Porter 

A. Farnham 

A. F. Rand 

L. Josslyn 

W. S. Miller 

A. L. Harrington 
G. H. Gohlke 
i. A. Hanson 
G. E. Eaton 
W. S. Allen 

C. Foster 

F. D. Morris 

TF. T. Negus 

C. W. Tripp 

C. 8. Foster 

E. J. Sweetser 
E. H. Moulton 
T. H. A. Hewitt 
H. B. Smith 

C. F. Slate 

V. H. Demsey 
H. A. Earle 

L. C. Ripley 

W. Young 

J. P. H. Kimball 
C. Stevens 

J. H. Tuttle 

O. L. Shurtleff 
S. T. Weston 

C. W. Robinson 
G. T. Ide 

L. A. Wetherbee 
L. W. Hutchinson 
H. A. Bell 
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37 
38 
39 
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Cc. R. Smith 
A. G. Jones 
P. E. Bartlett 
F. W. Phillips 
F. O. Brown 
A, L. Horsch 
W. White 
C. J. Snyder 
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42 
43 
45 
47 


53 
56 
62 
67 
69 
74 
76 
78 
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Camp 


C. E. Alexander 
R. Marble 

W. I. Rich 

J. C. Keenan 

T. O. Holman 
C. W. Wikel 


J. F. MeMakin, Jr. 


J. Delerau 

A. B. Curtis 

J. L. Jones 

L. W. Summer 
J. Kentfield 
W. H. Curtis 


Camp 
L. F. Munroe 
79 FE. H. Stevens 
A. H. Howes 
81 C. H. Heayner 
82 H. Parker 
87 F. H. Jordan 
94 W. A. Clisbee 
96 S. F. Stone 
98 G. F. Cooper 
111 W. L. Raymond 
116 O. L. Gurney 
122 C. E. Allen 
124 G.H. Howard 


83 


